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VOLUME AND INTERVAL SINCE LAST VISIT
Augustine Gentilea
INTRODUCTION
Data are presented in this report on the
number of visits and the interval since the last
visit to physicians reported by the civilian non-
institutionalized population of the United States
in the Health Interview Survey conducted in
1975. These estimates of the utilization of the
services of doctors of medicine and osteopathy
are presented by selected characteristics of the
population, The data also provide information
on the type of physician visited, place of visit,
type of service rendered, and the condition
causing the visit.
Comparisons with similar data collected in
the Health Interview Survey during earlier time
periods also are presented.
The following statements briefly summarize
the data contained in this report:
During the 1975 survey year, about 75.2
percent of the population reported that they
had seen or talked to a physician during the
12-month period prior to the week that the
interview was conducted.
These data also show that although about 25
percent of the population had not seen a
physician during the year prior to the inter-
view, about 22 percent of the population
had seen a physician five or more times.
aMr. Gentile was Chief of Survey Methods Branch
of the Division of Health Interview Survey and later
Director of the Office of Demographic Studies at Gal-
laudet College, Washington, D.C., and is now retired.
During 1975, the number of physician visits,
excluding visits to hospital inpatients, was
about 1.1 billion; this amounts to an annual
rate of 5.1 visits per person per year.
About 68 percent of all physician visits took
place in a doctor’s office; 13 percent took
place in a hospital clinic or emergency room;
and 13 percent were consultations by tele-
phone.
The proportion of all visits that took place
in a hospital clinic or emergency room has
increased from about 9 percent in 1959 to
about 13 percent in 1975; the proportion of
visits to a patient’s home has decreased from
about 9 percent to about 1 percent during
the same time period.
Black persons and persons in the lower in-
come groups have on the average fewer visits
to a doctor’s office and more visits to hospi-
tal clinics or emergency rooms than white
persons and persons in the higher income
groups have.
These data show that between 1967 and
1975 there was ,a decrease of about 20 per-
cent in the proportion of visits made to gen-
eral practitioners and a corresponding over-
all increase of 20 percent in the proportion
of visits made to medical specialists.
These estimates show that about 43 percent
of the population had a general checkup





all visits, chronic conditions account
50.6 ~ercent and acute conditions ac-.
count for 44.0 percent of the reasons given
for the visits to a physician.
SOURCE OF THE DATA
The information in this report is based on
data collected in household interviews during
the Health Interview Survey of the National
Center for Health Statistics. Interviews were
obtained from a probability sample of the civil-
ian noninstitutionalized population of the
United States. Trained interviewers of the U.S.
Bureau of the Census conducted the interviews
each ‘week in a representative sample of the
Nation’s households. During 1975, interviews
were conducted in about 40,000 households
that included about 116,000 persons.
A further description of the statistical de-
sign of the survey, the method of estimation,
and general qualifications of data obtained from
surveys is presented in appendix I. Since all the
data included in this report are estimates based
on a sample of the population rather than on the
entire population, they are subject to sampling
error. Although the sampling errors for most of
the estimates are” of relatively low magnitude,
where an estimated number or the numerator
or denominator of a rate or percentage is small,
the sampling error may be high. Charts horn
which approximate sampling errors can be esti-
mated and instructions for their use are shown
in the section “Reliability of Estimates” in
appendix I.
Another source of error in interview data is
response error. Response error occurs when
household respondents do not know the re-
quested information, fail to recall accurately
events occurring during the reference period,
report events that actually happened outside
the reference period as having occurred during
it, or withhold information. Studies mentioned
in a previous report on physician visitsl suggest
that reporting of physician visits is subject to
substantial underreporting as well as overre-
porting, which to an undetermined extent, tend
to compensate for each other. For this reason




methods and reporting sources, the esti-
shown in this report may differ from
reported by the National Ambulatory
Medical Care Survey.z
Definitions of certain terms used in this re-
port are explained in appendix IL It is suggested
that the reader become familiar with these
definitions, as some of these terms have a special-
ized meaning for the purpose of the survey.
The entire questionnaire used during 1975
is illustrated in the Current Estimates report
for this periods The probe questions and re-
cording form used to obtain information about
physician visits are illustrated in appendix III
of this report.
COMMENTS ON THE DATA
For the purposes of the Health Interview
Survey, a physician visit is defined as a consul-
tation with a doctor of medicine or osteopathy,
either in person or by telephone for examina-
tion, diagnosis, treatment, or advice. The service
may be rendered by the physician himself or by
a nurse or other aide acting under the physician’s
supervision. The data on the interval since a per-
son last saw a physician (tables A, 1, and 2)
include visits as a hospital inpatient.
In addition, data given in tables 3, B, and C
(the number or frequency of visits to a physician
in the past year) are for persons whose only
visit to a physician occurred when they were
inpatients in a hospital. For the purpose of this
report, these persons are counted as having had
only one visit with a physician, regardless of
the actual number of times that a physician may
have seen the individual in a hospital. All of the
other tables in this report (tables 4-22 and D-G)
contain estimates of the volume of physician
visits and exclude all visits for hospital inpatients.
INTERVAL SINCE LAST
PHYSICIAN VISIT
Data about the interval since last physician
visit are based on responses to the question,
“About how long has it been since you last
saw or talked to a medical doctor?”
In 1975, an estimated 75.2 percent of the
population reported that they had made one or
more physician visits during the 12-month
period prior to the week that the interview was
conducted. An additional 10.8 percent of the
population reported that it had been over a year
but less than 2 years since they had last visited
a physician, and 13.1 percent reported that it
had been 2 years or more since their last physi-
cian visit. The data on interval since last physician
visit by selected demographic characteristics are
presented in tables 1, 2, and A.
Of the 75.2 percent of persons who had seen
a physician within 1 year, 59.4 percent reported
that the visit had occurred less than 6 months
prior to the week of interview and 15.8 per-
cent reported that the last visit had occurred
between 6 months and 1 year prior to the week
of interview.
When these data are examined by demo-
graphic characteristics (table A), it may be seen
that differences between categories for a given
characteristic are generally not very great. Some
notable exceptions are the differences between
the percents of males (70.5) and females (79.6)
who had seen a doctor within a year. Also the
percent of children under 5 years of age (88.9
percent) who had seen a physician within a year
was greater than any of the other age groups
shown in the table, and children aged 5-14 years
had the lowest percent (68. 7). As might be ex-
pected, persons with limitation of activity had
a higher percent of persons who had a physician
visit within a year than persons had who were
not limited in activity.
FREQUENCY OF VISITS
IN PAST YEAR
Tables 3 and B contain data showing the
number (or frequency) of visits to a physician
within the past year according to selected demo-
gmphic characteristics of the population.
It may be seen from the data in table B, that
in round numbers 25 percent of the population
did not see a physician during the 12 months
prior to interview; 22 percent saw a physician
only once; 30 percent saw a physician from two
to four times; and 22 percent of the population
saw a physician five times or more. In examining
the data for persons who had five or more physi-
cian visits during the year by demographic char-
acteristics, the following items were noted:
About 26 percent of the females compared
with 18 percent of the males had seen a
physician five or more times.
Children under 5 years of age (32 percent)
and persons 65 years of age and over (over
33 percent) had the highest relative propor-
tion of persons who had seen a physician
five or more times.
Children from 5 through 14 years of age had
the lowest proportion of persons who had
seen a physician this frequently.
The data on family income show that the
proportion of persons who had seen a physician
five or more times decreases as family income
increases. It may also be seen that persons with
some degree of activity limitation have a higher
proportion of persons with five or more physi-
cian visits than persons with no activity limita-
tion have.
It is also of interest to note that the 22.4
percent of the population (table B) that had five
or more physician visits accounted for about 72
percent of all physician visits during the year.b
VOLUME OF PHYSICIAN VISITS
For 1975, the estimated annual number of
physician visits, excluding visits to hospital
inpatients, was about 1.1 billion. This estimate
amounts to an annual rate of 5.1 visits per
person per year (table 4). (Comparisons of data
on the volume of physician visits for earlier
time periods may be found in Series 1O-NO.
97.)4
The number and rate of physician visits for
various characteristics of the population are pre-
sented in tables 4 through 15. Because age af-
fects to a large extent the rates of physician
bThis statistic was derived from a tabulation of data
that was not included in the detailed tables in this
report.
3





Female .......................... .......................... ...................................................................
Age—
Under 5 years .................... ........................................................................................
5-14 years .............................c............. ........i ........................... ...................................
15-24 years ......................... .......................................................................................
2544 years ................................................................................................................
45-64 years ................................................... .............................................................




Less than $5,000 .......................................................................................................
$5.0m.$9.999 ...........................................................................................................
$lo.ooo.$14.999 ..................................................................................................... ..
$15,000 Or mOre ........................................................................................................
Education of head of family
Less than 9 years .......................................................................................................
9-11 years .... ...........................................................................................................c..
12 years .....................................................................................................................
13 years or mOre........................................................................................................
Activity Iimitation
Unable to carry on major activity 3 ............... .............................................................
Limited in amount or kind of activity .......................................................................







North Central ............................... ...... .......... .............................................................
South ....... ..................................................................................................................
West ............................................... ............................................................................
lIncIudes never and unknown.



























































































































































































21ncludes color other than white and black and unknown family income and education.
3Major ~ctivitY refers to abiIity to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
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Education of head of family
Activitv limitation
Untible to carry on major activity3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Limited In amount or kind of major activity3 .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Limited, but not in major activity 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Not limited in activity . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .........
Place of residence
Geographic region
Northeast . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . ............................
North Central . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......................
South . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............................
West . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ................ ...............
I Inc.udtx ~nknotvn number of visits
2111c1ude~co[or~ther than \vhite and black and unknown family income andeducaticm.
3Mti]nr;ictivit yrefw’st oobilitytowork, keep house, orengage inschool or preschool activities.
Number of visits in past year


































































































































































































































visits and other health characteristics and be-
cause the age distribution for a particular char-
acteristic can vaq considerably, it is advisable
to make comparisons of age-specific rates for
subgroups of the population rather than of rates
for persons of all ages.
Comparisons of the age-specific rates for
each of the sexes”are shown in figure 1. It may
be seen that the rates for males and females do
not differ much for the youngest and oldest
age groups shown. However, during the age span
from about 15 years of age to about 64 years
of age, females had a higher rate of physician
visits than males had. Clearly, a part of this dif-
ference is related to visits concerning pregnancy
and childbirth.
The number and rate of physician visits by
place of residence are shown in table 4 and
figure 2. The rates for physician visits are
higher, generally, for persons living in standard
metropolitan statistical areas (SMSA’S). This is
especially true for persons from about 25 to
54 years of age. For persons under 35 years of
age, the annual number of physician visits per
— Male
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Figure 2. Number of physician visits per person per year, by
place of residence and ege
person per year was lowest for residents of
farm areas.
Table 5 gives the number and annuaI rate of
physician visits by geographic region, sex, and
age. Some of these data are summarized in figure
3., On the average, persons living in the West
Region reported more physician visits than
persons living in the other three geographic
regions of the country did. The difference in
the annual rate of physician visits between the
West and other regions occurred mainly among
persons from about 25 to 64 years of age.
Estimates of the number and rate of physi-
cian visits by family income, sex, and age are
presented in tables 6 and 7. The rates for se-
lected family income groups are illustrated in
figure 4. It is apparent that the highest rates of
physician visits are for persons between the ages
of 25 and 54 years with annual family incomes
of less than $3,000. It may also be seen that the
rates for physician visits are relatively high for
persons under 5 years of age and for persons
65 years of age and over, regardless of income
level.
—— Northmst
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Figure 3. Number of physician visits par parson per year, by




. . . . . . . . . . $25,QWJor more
10 20 30 40 60 eo 70 80
AGE IN YEARS
Figure 4, Numbar of physician visits par person per year, by
family income and age
It may be well to note here that the rates
of physicians visits in the 1975 data for the
socioeconomic-related variables-family income,
color, and education of head of family-do not
show the differences that appear in the data
collected in earlier survey years (p. 74). To
some extent this may be due to the impact of
Federal aid to economically disadvantaged
persons.
The data in tables 8 and 9 show the number
of physician visits and the average annual num-
ber of physician visits per person per year by
color, family income, sex, and age. These data
indicate that in 1975 there was in general very
little difference in the utilization of physician
services between white and black persons. Some
of the apparent differences in rates for a specific
age group or age-sex group (table 8) and for a
specific age-sex-income group (table 9) may be
due to sampling variability. This statement also
applies to the differences that appear in the
data illustrated in figure 5. As previously noted,
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Figure 5. Number of physician visits per person per year, by
color and age
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reported larger differences in the rates of physi-
cian visits between white and black persons.
The number and annual rate of physician
visits by education of head of family, sex, and
age are shown in tables 10 and 11 and figure 6.
These data show that with one exception there
are not many large differences in the rate of
physician visits between persons when classified
by the education of the head of family. The
only notable exception is the difference in rates
for persons classified as living in families where
the head of the family had 13 years or more of
education compared with persons living in fami-
lies whose head had only between 5 and 8 years
of education; the difference only occurs, how-
ever, for persons under 25 years of age.
Data on the volume and rate of physician
visits are presented for the combined variables
of education of head of family, family income,
and age in tables 12 and 13. These data show
that for each of the levels of education cate-
gories the rate of physician visits was greatest for
persons in the lowest family income group (less
than $5,000). Most of the apparent differences
that appear in table 13 in the age-specific rates
.. ..... ... 5.8Yews
-.-.-9.11 years
_ 12years
----- 13years or more
I ! I I I I I I
10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80
AGE IN YEARS
Figure 6. Number of physician visits per person per year, by





. . . . . . . Limited, but not In
major acrlvity
--- Limltal In amount or
kind of major mtlvity





















I AGE IN YEARS I
Figure 7. Number of physician visits per person per year, by
degree of limitation of activity due to chronic conditions
and age
by education m’d family income may be due to
sampling variability.
The rates of physician visits for persons with
limitation of activity due to chronic disease or
impairment was higher, as might be expected,
than the rates for persons who were not limited
in activity (tables 14 and 15). It also appears
that the rates of physician visits increase as the
severity of the limitation increases (figure 7).
The rates for persons of all ages for the cate-







Not limited in activity 4.2
Limited, but not in major
activity 7.4
Limited in amount or kind
of major activity 10.5
Unable to carry on major
activity 12.5
PLACE OF VISIT AND
TYPE OF PHYSICIAN
In the Health Interview Survey, information
is obtained about the place of visit, the type of
physician visited, and the reason for each physi-
cian visit. Estimates of the number and a percent
distribution of the number of physician visits by
place of visit for selected population character-
istics are presented in tables 16 and 17. A sum-
mary of these data is shown in table C. It may
bc seen that about two-thirds of all physician
visits took place in a doctor’s office (68.0 per-
csmt), about 13 percent took place in a hospital
clinic or emergency room, and about 13 percent
were consultations by telephone. Together these
three “places of visit” account for 94 percent
of all physician visits.
On the basis of a review of health survey
data from previous years, it appears that the pro-
portion of visits that take place in a doctor’s
office has remained at about the same level
since 1959, and the number ‘of visits that take
place in a hospital clinic or emergency room has
increased from about 9 percent in 1959 to about
13 percent in 1975. It may also be observed that
the proportion of physician visits to a patient’s
home has gradually declined from about 9 per-
cent of all visits in 1959 to less than 1 percent in
1975. Since 1959 there has also been an increase
in the proportion of telephone consultations
for medical purposes (table D).
Table C. Number and percent distribution of physician visits,




Place of visit distri-in thou-
sands
bution
Total ... .. .. .. ... . .... .. .... .. .... .... .. ... .. .
Office (including prepaid group) .. ... .. .. .
Home .. .. .. ... .. .. ... .. ... . .. .... .. ... . .... . .. ... . .... ..
Hospital clinic or emergency room .... ..
Company or industry health unit .. ... .. ..
Telephonel .. ... .. .. ... .. .... . .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .. .. ..








lDoe~ not inc]ude CaIISfor appointments and other nonmedi-
cal purposes.
Many variations in the distribution of place
of visit according to selected demographic and
socioeconomic characteristics of the population
may be seen in table 17. For example, females,
proportionately, had more office and telephone
visits than males had, and males had more visits
to a hospital clinic or emergency room than
females had. White persons had a much higher
proportion of office and telephone visits than
black persons had, and black persons had
almost twice as many visits as white persons
had to a hospital clinic or emergency room.
It also may be seen that persons in the lower
family income groups had, on the average, fewer






All visits .. .. ... .. .. .. .... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ... . .... .. .. .. .... .. ... . ... .. .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... . ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... . .. ...
Office (including prepaid group) . . ... .. .. .... . .... . ... ... ... . .... .. .. .. ... .. .. .. ... ... .. .. .. .. ... .. ... .. .. .. .. ... ... .. ..
Home .. ... ... ... .. .... . ... . ... .. . .... .. ... . ... .. .. .... . ... ... ... . ... .... .. .. ... .. . ... ... ... . .... .. .. .. ... .. .. ... . ... .. .. ... . ..........
Hospital clinic or emergency room .. ... .. ... . .... .. ... .. ... . .. .. .. .... . . .. . .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... .. .. .. ... ... .. .. . ... ..
Company or industry health unit .. .. .. .. ... ... .. ... ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... . .... . ... ... . ... . .... .. .. .. .. ... . .. .. .
Telephonel .. .... .. .. .. .. .. .. ... .. . .... .. .. ... ... .. ... .. .. ... .. .... . .... ... .. .. .. .. .... . ... .. .. ... . .... .. .. .. .. ... . ... .. ... ... .. .. .











100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
69.8 71.8 69.6 68.0
5.4 3.3 1.7 0.8
11.9 9.3 10.2 12.9
0.6 0.8 1.0 0.9
10.6 11.3 13.3 12.5
1.6 3.4 4.2 5.0
lIXXS not include calls for appointments and other nonmedical purposes.
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office and telephone visits and more visits to
hospital clinics and emergency rooms than
persons in the higher family income groups had.
The number and percent distribution of
physician visits by place of visit and type of
physician visited are shown in table 18. In 1975,
about one-half of all physician visits were made
to general practitioners and almost all of the re-
maining half were made to some type of medical
specialist. Visits to internists (10.0 percent),
pediatricians (9.7 percent), and obstetricians/
gynecologists (7. 1 percent) accounted for more
than half of the visits made to medical special-
ists (see table E).
Table E shows the percent distribution of
physician visits for selected survey years. These
data indicate that between 1967 (62.9 percent)
and 1975 (50.4 percent) there was a decrease of
about 20 percent in the proportion of visits
made to a general practitioner and a correspond-
ing increase of about 20 percent in the propor-
tion of visits made to medical specialists. The
greatest increase between 1967 (5.4 percent)
and 1975 (10.0 percent) was in the proportion
of visits to internists.
Table E. Percent distribution of physicien visits, by type of
physician: United States, selected years
Type of physicien
Total . .. .... .. .. .. .. .. .. . ... . ... .. ... .. ..
General practitioner ... ... . ... .. .. .. ... ... . .
internist .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ... .. .. ...
Pediatrician ... . .... . ... ... .. .. ... .. ... .. . .... .. .
Obstetrician/gy necologist ... ... .. .. ... .. .
Orthopedist ... .. .. .. .... . .. ... .. ... .. ... . .... . ..
Ophthalmologist ... .... . . .... .. .. ... ... .. .. .. ..
Otolaryngologist .... .. .. .. .. ... .. .. ... ... .. ..
Dermatologist .... .. .. ... ... .. .. .. .. ... .. ... .. .
Psychiatrist ... ... .. . ... .. .... . .... .. .. .. ... .. .. .
Urologist . .... .. .. ... . ... .. ... .. ... ... .. .. . ... .. ..
Radiologist .... .. .. .. ... .. .. ... .. .... . .. .. ... .. ..
Osteopath . ... .. ... .. .. .. .. ... .. .... . ... . .... .. ..
Surgeon, not elsewhere classified .. ..
Other medical specialists ... . ... ... . ... .. .




































In the health survey, respondents who re-
ported physician visits were asked the reason
for each visit. The answers given by the re-
spondents were then classified into one of the
following type of service categories:
Diagnosis and treatment




Because more than one type of service may
be rendered during a physician visit, the sum of
types of service (1,069.4 million) exceeds the
number of physician visits (1,056.1 million)
shown in table 19.
In 1975, the proportion of visits that were
made for each of the type of service categories
was as follows:
Service category Percent of visits
Diagnosis and treatment 84.9





Table 20 gives the percent distribution of
physician visits by type of service for selected
characteristics of the population. These data
show that older persons, persons with lower
incomes, persons with Iess education, and per-
sons limited in activity visit a physician rela-
tively more frequently for diagnosis and treat-
ment. It is also ,apparent that children under
5 years of age, persons with family incomes
of $25,000 or more, persons with more educa-
tion, and persons with no activity limitation
have relatively more visits for a general checkup.
Table F has been constructed to provide
another view of the population characteristics
10
Table F. Percent of population who had a general checkup














$10,000-$14,999 ,.0.,,.....,.!..,,, ,.,, ,,, ., ., ..,....,
$15,000 or more .......................................
Education of head of family
Lessthan 9 years ......................................
9-11 years ......o..........................................
12 years ....................................................
































lInclude~ CoIor other than white and black and unknown
family ihcome and education.
of persons who visited a physician for a general
checkup. For the purpose of this table, it was
assumed that a person had only one general
checkup during the year. Thus the number of
visits for a general checkup can be expressed as
a percent of the population with a general
checkup. According to the estimates in table F,
about 43 percent of the population had a gen-
eral checkup within a year of the interviews.
A higher percent of females (46.6 percent)
than of males (38.4 percent) had general check-
ups, and a higher proportion of white persons
(43.3 percent) than of black (37.9 percent) had
checkups. Persons with family incomes of
$15,000 or more (50.5 percent) had a higher
percent of persons who had checkups than
persons in the other family income groups had.
It also may be seen that
sons who had a general
the proportion ‘of per-
checkup was directly
related to the education of the head of the
family. The percent ranged from 23 percent for ,
persons with less than 9 years of education to
about 57 percent for persons with at least 1
year of college attendance.
Persons who reported a type of service classi-
fied as diagnosis or treatment were asked
to name the illness or injury for which the visit
to the physician was made. Table 21 gives the
estimates of the number and a percent distri-
bution of the reported conditions, and table 22
shows the percent distributions of the reported
conditions by place of visit. More than one con-
dition may have been reported for a given visit,
but the data in tables 21 and 22 are based on the
first-reported condition. A summary of these
data is provided in table G.
The data in table G show that for all places
of visit chronic conditions account for 50.6
percent and acute conditions account for 44.0
percent of the reasons given for the visit to a
physician. For office visits, chronic conditions
were reported as the reason 55.5 percent of the
time and acute conditions were reported 38.9
percent of the time; for hospital clinic or emer-
gency room visits, these percents were 43.9
for chronic conditions and 51.5 for acute con-
ditions; and for telephone visits they were 34.2
for chronic conditions and 61.3 for acute con-
ditions.
Diseases of the circulatory system (10 per-
cent) were the leading cause among the chronic
conditions for all visits for diagnosis and treat-
ment. This group of diseases accounted for 11.8
percent of the office visits, but for only 6.4
percent of hospital clinic or emergency room
visits and for only 4.7 percent of telephone
consultations. Respiratory diseases were the
next leading cause among the chronic condi-
tions, accounting for 7.1 percent of the diag-
nostic and treatment visits. This disease group
was the cause of 8.1 percent of office visits,
4.9 percent of hospital clinic or emergency
room visits, and 5.8 percent of the telephone
consultations. Among the chronic conditions
it was the leading cause for telephone consul-
tations.
In the acute condition categories, acute
respiratory infections were the leading cause
for diagnostic and treatment visits. They ac-
11


















All conditions ... .. ... . ... .. .. ... .. ... .. .. .. .. .... .. ... . ... .. ... .. . .... .. .. .. ... .. ... .. .. .. .. . ... .. ... .. ... . .. ... .. .. ...
All chronic conditions ... ... .. . .... .... .. ... . .... .. .. .. .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. . .... . ... .. ... ... .. .. . .... .. ... .. ... . ... .. .. .. ... ... ..
Mental and nervous .. .... .. .. .. .. .. .. .... . ... .. .. .. .. ... .. .... . ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... . .... . ... .. .. .. .. .... .. .. ..
Circulatory system ... ... .. .. ... .. ... .. ... . .... . .. ... .. ... ... .. .. ... . .... .. ... .. .. .. .. ... ... .. .. ... .. .. .. .. .... . .. ... .. .. .. .. . ..
Respiratory system .. .... .. .. ... . .. .. .. .. .. .... .. ... . .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .. .. ... ... .. ... .. .. .. ... .. .. ... ... .. . ... .. .. ... .. ... .. .. ..
Digestive system .. .. ... ... .. .. ... . .... . ... ... ... . .... . ... .. .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .... . ... .. .. ... .. .. .. ... .. .. ... .. ... ... . .. .. ... .. .. ..
Skin diseases . .. ... .. .. .. .. ... ... .. .. .... .. .. .. .. ... .. ... .. .. .. . ... . .... .. ... .. ... .. .. .. .. ... ... .. .. ... .. .. ... .. .. .. ... .. .. ... .. .. ..
Arthritis and rheumatism ... . ... .. ... .. .... .. .. .. ... .. .. ... ... .. .. .. ... .... . .. ... .. .. ... .. .. ... .. ... .. .. .. .. .... . ... .. .. .. ..
Impairments . .. ... . .... . .... . ... .. .. .... . ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... .. .. . .. ... .. .... . ... .. .. ... . ... ... .. .. .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .. .. . ... ... .. ..
100.0 100.0100.0 100.0




































All acute conditions . . ... . .... .. ... .. . .... . ... .. .... .. ... . .. .... . ... .... .. .. .. .. ... ... . .... .. .. .. .. .. .... . ... .. .. .. .. ... .. ... .. .. .. ..
Infective and parasitic .. . ... .. .. .. .. .... .. ... . .... . ... .. .... .. .. ... ... .. . .... .. .. .. ... .. ... .. . .... .. . ... .. ... ... .. . ... .. .. .. ..
Acute respiratory ... .. ... ... . ... ... .. ... .. . ... .. .... . .... .. .. .. .. .... . ... .. .... . ... .. . .... .. ... . ... .. ... .. ... .. .. .. ... .. .. .. .. ..
injuries ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .... .. .. .. .... . ... . ... ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... .. .. . .... .. ... ... .. .. .. .. .. .... .. .. .. .. ... .. ... .. .. ........
Diseases of the ear . ... ... .. .. .. .... .. .. .. .. .... .. ... . .... . .. ... .. .... .. .. .. ... .. ... .. .. .. . ... .. .. .. ... ... . ... ... ... .. ... .. ... .. .
Genitourinary disorders . ... .. ... ... . ... . ... .. .... . ... .. .. .... . .... . ... . .... .. .. ... ... .. .. .. ... .. ... .. .. ... .. .. ... .. ... .. .. . ..
Other . .. .. .. .. ... ... ... . .... . .... . ... . .... .. .. ... . .. .. .. .. .. ... ... .. .... .. .. . ... .. .... .. ... . ... .. .. ... .. ... .. . .. . ... .. ... .. . .... . ......






























l~nclude5 other places of visit.
counted for 15.1 percent of all visits, 13.5 per-
cent of office visits, 10.4 percent of hospital
clinic or emergency room visits, and 28.8 per-
cent of telephone consultations. Injuries were
reported next in frequency as a cause for a visit
to a physician. They accounted for 11.9 percent
of all visits. 9.4 ~ercent of office visits, 25.9
percent of hospiti clinic or
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Table 1. Number of persons, by time interval since last physician visit and selected characteristics: United States, 1975
[ fMta ure hascd on huusehold interviews of the civiIian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information cm the reliability
of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11]
16 years or more.~i .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . .. . . . .. . . . .. . .. .. . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . .. . . .. . . . .. . . . . .
Activity limitation
Unable to carry on major activityz .. . . . .. . . . .. . . .. .. .. .. . .. . . .. . . . .. .. . .. . . .. . .. .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .
Limited in amount or kind of major activity 2 . .. . .. .. . . . .. . . . .. .. .. . .. .. .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . ..
Llmitad, but not in major activity 2 . . . . .. . . . . . .. .. . . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . . .. .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . ..
Not limited in activity . . . . . .. . . . . . .. .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . .. .. . .. . . .. . . . .. . .. . . . . . .. .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .
Place of residence











































































































































































































































































































llncludes color other than white and black and unknown family income and education.
2&fa]or ~ctivity ~efer5 to ability to work, keep house, or engage in schOOI Or preschOOl activities.
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Table 2. Percent distribution of persons by time interval since last physician visit, according to selected characteristics: United StateS, 1975
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstituticmalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability






White . . . .. ,.. . . . .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. .. . . . .. . .. .. . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . ..
Familv income
Education of head of famdy .
Activitv limitation
Unable to carry on major activity 2 . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . . . .. . . .. . . . .. .. .. . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .
Limited in amount or kind of major activity2 . .. . .. .. . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . .. .. . . . .. . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . ..
Limited, but not in majc.r activity2 . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . . . .. . . .. . . . .. . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . .
Not limited in activity . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . .. . . . . .. . .. . .. . . .. . .. . . . .. . . . .
Place of residence
Geographic region
Time interval since last visit
Total Less






































































































































































































































































































lIncludes color other than white and black and unknown family income and education.
2Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
16
.
Table 3. Number of persons in population and parcent distribution of persons by number of physician visits in past year, according to selacted characteristics:
United States, 1975
[ ll;!tn imo based cm household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized pc,pulaticm. The surve y design, general qualificatitms, and in fmmatmn cm the reliisbilit y
of the estimates me given in appendix 1. De finiticms of terms are given in appendix 11]
Characteristic




Under G years .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . .. .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . .
5-14 years . .. . .. . . .. . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . .. . . . . . .. . .. . . . . ..
15-24 years . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . .. . . . . . . .. . .. . . . ..
26-34 years .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . .. . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . .
3544 years .. . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . .. . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. .
45-54 years . . . . . .. . . . .. . .. . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . .. .. . . . . .. .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . .
55-64 years . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . .. .. . . . .. . . .. . . . . . .. . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . .. . . . . .
65.74 years . . . .. . . .. .. . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . .. .. . . .
75 years and ovar . . .. .. . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. .. . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. .. . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . .
Color—
White . . . .. . . . .. . .. . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . ,., . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . .. . .. .. . . . . .. .. . . . . .. . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . . .
81ack .. . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . .. .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . .. .. . . .. . . . .. . . ..
Family income
Less than $3.000 .. .. .. . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . .
$3.000.w.999 .. . . . .. . . ..ii...! . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . .. .. . . . . .. . . .. ..! . . . .. . . . . . .. . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . .
$5.000P$6.999 .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . .. .. . .. . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . .
$7.0m.$9.999 . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . .. . . .. .
$lotooo.$14.999 . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . ..! . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . .. . . . . . .. . . .. . . . ..
$15.000.$24.999 . . . . . . .. .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . .. . . . . . .. . .. .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. .
$25,000 or more .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . .. . . . .. .. . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. .
Education of head of family
Less than 5 years .. . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . .. . .. . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . .. .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . .
5.6 years .. .. . . .. . . .. . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . . . .. . .. . . .. . . . . .. .
9-11 years . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. .
13 years or more . .. . . . . . . . . .. . .. .. . .. . .. . . . . .. . .. . . . . . .. .. .. . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . .
Activity limitation
Unable to carry cm major activity 2 . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . .. . .. .. . .. . . . .. . . . . . .. . ...l . . .. .
Limitt!d in amount or kind of major activity2 .. . .. . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .
Limited, but not in major activityz .. . . . .. . . . .. . .. . . .. .. . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .
Not hmltt!d in activity . . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . .. .. . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . .
Place of residence
SMSA .. .. . . .. . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . .. . .. . .. . .. .. . .. .. .. . .
Outside SMSA
Nonfarm .. . .. . . . . . . .. . . . .. .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . .. . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. .











































Number of visits in past year
















































































































































































































































































































































llncludel color other than white and black and unkno$<n faIISilY incOIIIe and educatiOn.
2h~ajOr &tivity refers to ability to wOrk, keep bcmse, or engage in school or PresCbOOl activities.
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Table 4. Number of physician visits and numbarof physician visits per person per year, by place of residence, sex, and age: United
States, 1975
[Data are based onhousehold interviewaof thecivilian noninstitutionafized population. Thesuwey design, general qualifwations. wd
information on the reliability of theestimates aregiven inappendix I. Definitions ofterms aregiven in appendix 11]
Placa of residence
II I Outside SMSA I Outside SMSA
Sex and aga
II 1. I
Number of visits per person
Both sexes NJmber of visits in thousands
per year
3,8All ages ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... .. ... . .... . ... ... .. ... .. .. .. 1,056.094 761,195 269,704 25,195 5.1 5.3 4.6
Under 5 years . .... . ... .. .... . ... .. ... .. . ... ... .... . .. .. ... .. .. .... .. .. ..
5-14 years .... .. .. .. .. ... . ... ... .. ... ... .. . ... .. .... .. ... . .. ... . .... .. .... .
15-24 years ... ... .. .. ... . .... .. .. .. ... .. ... ... . .... . ... .. .. .... . ... . .... ..
25-34 years ... .. ... .. .. ... .... . ... .. . ... .. .... . .... . .... . ... .. .. ... .. ... ..
3544 years ... .. ... .. .. .. .... .. .. ... ... . .. ... .. .... .. .. .. .. ... .. ... .. ... ..
45-54 years ... .. ... .. ... .. . .. . .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. . .... . .... ..
55-64 years .. .. .... .. .. .. .... .. .. .. .. .... . ... .. .... . .. ... .. ... . ... ... ... ..
65-74 years ... .. ... . .. ... .. ... .. .... . ... .. ... . ... ... ... .. .. ... .. .. .. .... . .



















































































All ages .. .. ... .. .. ... .. .. .. .... . .... .. ... .. .. ... . .... .. ... .. .. ...
Under 5 yaars ... .. .. ... . .... .. .. .. ... .. ... .. .... .. . ... .. ... .. .... . .... . .
5-14 years .... .. ... .. .. .. ... .. ... .. ... ... . ... .. .. .... . ... ... .. .. ... .. .... . .
15-24 years .. .. .. ... .. ... . .... .. ... . ... .. ... .. ... ... . ... .. .... .. ... . ... .. .
25-34 years . ... .. ... .. .. .. .... .. ... . .. ... ... .. .. .... .. .. .. ... .. .... . ... .. .
3544 years .. .. .. ... .. .. .. .... . ... .. .... .. .. .. .. .... . ... .. ... .. ... .. .... . .
45-54 years . .. .. ... .. ... .. .... . ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... . .... .. ... .. ... .. .
55-64 yaars ... .. ... .. ... .. .... . .... . .. ... .. ... .. .... .. .. . .... .. .. ... .... . .
65-74 years ... ... .. .. .. ... ... .. .. ... ... .. . ... .. .... . ... .. .... .. .. ... . .. .. .



























































































All ages ... ... .. .. .. ... .. ... .... . ... .. .. .. .. .... .. ... . .... .. . ... ..
Under 5 years .... .. ... .. .. ... .. .. .. .... .. ... . .... .. ... . ... ... . ... .. .. .. .
5-14 years .. ... .. ... .. ... . .... . .. .... .. ... . ... .. ... .. ... .. .... . .. ... .. ... ..
15-24 years ... . ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .... . ... .. ... .. ... .. . .. .. .. ... ..
25-34 years ... .. ... . .. .. . ... ... . ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... . .... ... .. . .... ..
35-44 years .. .. .... . ... .. .... . .. ... .. .... . ... .. .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... . .... . .
45-54 years ... . ... .. .. ... ... .. .. ... . .... .. ... .. .. ... .. .. ... ... .. ... . ... .. .
55-64 years .. .. .. ... .. ... ... .. .. ... . .... .. .. ... ... .. .. ... . .... ... . .. .... ..
65-74 years ... .. ... . .. ... . .... . .... . .... .. ... .. . .... .. .. ... ... .. .. .. ... .. .

































































Table 5. Number of physician visjts and number of physician visits per person per year, by geographic ragion, sex, and age: United
Statas, 1975
~Datu aru based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionaIized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and












75 years and ovar ............
Male
All ages.................








i 5 yews or more .............
Female
All ages.................








75 yaws and over ............
Geographic region
All North- North
ragions east Central South West
All IINorth- 1Northregions aast Central ISouth IWast
Number of visits in thousands Number of visits per person per yaar



































































































































































































































































































Table6. Number ofphysician visits, by family income, sax, andage: United States, l975
[Data are based onhousehold interviews of thecivflian noninstitutionalized population. Thesuwey design, general qualifications, and




than $&&- $&&- $7,000- $lo#ooo- $15,000- $2::00
incomesl
$3,000 1 , $9,999 $14,999 $24,999 more
Sex and age
Numbar of visits in thousandsBoth sexes
96,187 128,209 224,585All ages..................................
Under 5 years .. .. .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... . ...
5-14 years ... ... . .... .. .. .. ... .. .... . ... .. .. ... . ... .. ...
15-24 years . ... . .... ... .. .. ... . ... .. .... . ... .. .. ... .. ..
25-34 years .. .. .. ... .. ... .. ... . .... . ... .. .. ... . ..... . ..
3544 years .. .. .. ... .. ... . .... . .... . .... . ... .. . .... .. ..
45-54 years .. . ... ... .. ... ... .. .. ... . ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ..
55-64 yaars .. .. ... .. .. ... .. ... . .... .. .. .. .. ... ... .. .. ..
65-74 years .. .. ... .. . .. .. .. ... ... .. .. ... .. .. .. ... ... .. .
75 years and ovar .. .. ... .. .. ... .. ... . ... .. .... . .. ..
Male
All ages ... . .... .. .. .. .. .... ... .. . ... .. ... .. .. .
Under 5 years . .... .. ... . ... .. .... . ... .. ... . .. .... . ...
5-14 years.. i.. ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .. .. .. .... . ...
15-24 years . ... . ... ... ... . ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... . ...
25-34 years............................................
35-44 years .. .. ... .. ... .. .. ... . .... . .... .. .. ... . .... .. .
45-54 years .. .. ... .. ... .. ... .. . .... .. ... .. ... . .. ... .. ..
55-64 years ... . ... .. .... . ... .. .. ... .. ... .. ... . ... ... . ..
65-74 years ... . .... . .... .. .. ... . .... .. ... . ... .. ... .. .. .
75 years and over .... . ... . ... ... . ... .. .... . ... .. .. .
Female
All ages.......................................






















































































































































































































































Table 7. Number of physician visits per person per year, by family income, sax, and age: United States, 1975
[ lhta me based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and




$3,000- $5,000- $7,000- $1o,ooo- $15,000- $Zyo
incomes1 $;!%0 $4,999 $6,999 $9,999 $14,999 $24,999 more
Sex and aga
Both sexes
All ages .. .. .. ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .... .. .. .. ... ..






55-64 years .......i ......................................
65-74 years ..............................................
75 years and over .....................................
Male
All ages.........................................






65-64 years ,.....................................,, .,.,..
65-74 years ..............................................
75 years and over .....................................
Female
All ages.........................................






55-64 years ................................... ...........
66-74 years ..............................................
76 years and over .....................................
Number of visits per person per year











































































































































































































































Table 8. Number of physician visits and number of physician visits per person per year, by color, sex, and age: United States, 1975
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and






















65-74 years ,,.................... .........!...... ....................................................
75 years and ovar .................................................................................
Female
All ages.... ..................................................................................
Under 5 years .......................................................................................
5-14 years ............................................................................................
15-24 years ..........................................................................................





75 years and over .................................................................................
lIncludes color other than white and black.
Totall II White I Black



























































































Totall II white I Black




























































































Table 9. Number of physician visits and number of physician visits per person per year, by color, family income, and age: United
Statas, 1975
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix H ]
Family income and age
All incomes2
All ages ... .. ... .. ... . ... .. .. .. ... ... .. .. .. .. ... .. ... ... .. .. .. ... ... .. . .... . ... .. ... .. ..
Under 15 years .. .. ... .. .. ... . ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... . ..
15-44 years ., . !.,, ,, .,.,.,. ... . ... . ... ... . ... .. .... . ... .. .... . .... . ... .. ... .. ... ... .. .. .. ... .. .... . ..
45-64 years ... ... .. .. .. .. ...o. . ... .. ... . .. .... .. .. .. .. ... .. ... .. ... .... . .. ... .. .... . .... . ... .. ... .. ..
65 yeers and over . ... .. ... . .... . ... .. .. ... .. .... . ... .. .. .. ... ... .. ... .. ... . ... ... ... .. ... .. .. ... ..
Lass than $5,000
All ages ... .. .. ... . ... . ... .. .. ... . .... . .. .. .. ... .. ... .. .. .... .. .. ... ... .. ... . .... .. .. .. .. .. .. .
Under 15 years .. . ... .. .. ... . .... . ... .. .. .... .. ... . .... .. .. .. .... . ... .. .... .. .. ... .. ... .. .. .. .... . ..
1544 years ... .. .. .. ... . ... . ... ... . .. ... .. ... .. .... . ... .. ... .. .... . ... .. ... ... .. ... ... . .. ... .. .... . ..
45-64 years ... . .. .. .. ... . .... . ... .. .. ... . .... .. ... .. ... .. .. .. .... .. .. .. . . .... .. ... .. ... .. ... . ... ... ..
65 years and over .. .. .. .. .. ... .. .. .. .. ... .. ... ... ... .. .. ... . .... ... .. ... ... . ... .. .... .. .. .. ... .. ..
$5,000-$9,999
All ages .. .. .. ... .. ... . ... .. ... .. .. ... .. .... . ... . ... ... ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... . .. .. .. .. .. .. .
Under 15 years . .. .. .. .. .... .. .. .. .. .... . ... .. .... . ... .. ... .. .... . ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ..
15-44 years .. .. .. .. ... .. .. ... . .... . .. ... ... .. .. ... .. ... .. ... ... ... . ... ... . ... .. ... ... .. . .... .. ... . .. .
45-64 yeers .. .. .. .. .. ... .. ... . ... .. .. ... ... .. .. .... . ... .. .. ... ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. . .... . .
65 years and over ... .. ... ... .. .. .. ... . .... .. ... .. ... .. .. .. .... .. .. ... . .... .. ... .. ... .. . .... .. ... ..
$10,000 or more
All ages ..,,,..!.!.!.!.. . ... .. .. ... ... .. .. ... .... . ... .. ... .. .... .. .. ... .. ... . ... .. ... .. ... .. . .
Under 15 years .. . ... .. . ... .. .. ... . ... .. .... . ... .. .... . .... .. .. ... ... .. ... ... . ... . ... ... .. ... .. ... . .
1544 years .. .. ... .. ... .. . ... . ... .. ... .. .. ... .. .. .. .... .. .... . ... .. .. ... ... .. .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... ..
45-64 years .. .. .. .. .. ... . .. ... .. ... . .... .. .. .. .... . .... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... . .... . .... .. .. .. .. .
65 years and over .. .. .. .. .. ... .. . .... . ... .. ... .. ... ... ... .. ... .. ... .. .... .. .. .. .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ..
lInchrdes color other than white and black.
21nc1udes unknown income.
Total 1 II White I ~iack





























































Total 1 II White I 81ack































































Table 10. Number of physician visits, by education of head of family, sex, and age: United States, 1975
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalizeii population. The survey design, .&neral qualifications, mItJ












75 years and ovar ........................................................................
Male
All ages.............................................................................
Under 5 years ................................ ..............................................
5-14 years .......................................................... .........................
15-24 years .................................................................................
25-34 years .................................................................................
35-44 years ................... ..............................................................
45-54 years .................................................................................
55-64 years ......................................... ........................................
65-74 years .................................................................................











75 years and over ........................................................................
Education of head of family
II I I I I
All





























































































































































































Table Il. Number ofphysician visits perperson peryear, by education of head of family, sex, and age: United States, 1975
[ Datu arc! bm.ed on household interviews of the civitian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability y of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix H]
Sex and age
Both sexes
All ages .. .. ... .. ... .. .. .. .. .. ... . .... . .... . ... .. .. ... ... ... .. .. .. .... . ... .. .... . .. ... .. ... . .... .. .. .
Under 5 years .. ... . ... .. .. .. .. ... . .... . ... .. ... .. . .... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... . ... .. .. ...
5-14 years .. .. .. ... .. . ... .. .. .. ...m. . .... . .... .. .. .. .. ... .. ... .. .... . ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... . .... .. .. ..
15-24 years .. . . ... . .. .. .. .. .. . ... .. .. ... . .... . .... . .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... ... .. .... . .. ... .. ... . .... .. ... . .. .... .. ..
25-34 years ... .. .. .. ... .. . .... . ... . .. ... . .... . ... .. ... .. ... . ... ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... ... .. .. ... . .... .. ... . .. .... .. ..
35-44 years ...o.. .. .. .. . ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ... ... .. .. . .... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... . .... .. ... .. .. .. .... .. ... .. .. .. .. ...
45-54 years ... .. .. .. .. ... .. .. . .... .. . ... . .... .. ... .. . ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... .. .. ... ..
55-64 years ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .... .. .. .. .. ... .. ... .. .. .. ... ... . ... .. ... .. .. ... .... . .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... . .. ....J...
65-74 years ... .. .. .. ... .. .. ... . ... . ... .. .. .... .. .. .. .. .. .. .... . .... . ... .. .. ... .. ... ... .. .. ... .. ... .. .... . .. ... .. ..
75 years and over ... .. .. ... . .... .. .. .. . .. . ... ... . ... .. .. ... . .... .. .. .. ... .. .. ... .. .... . ... .. .. ... ... .. .. ... .. ..
Male
All ages ... .. .... . ... . .... . . ... .. ... .. ... . .. .... . ... .. .... . .. .... . .. .. .. ... .. .. .. .... . .... . ... .. .. ... ... ..
Under 5 years ... . .. ... . ... .. .. ... .. .. .. .... . ... .. .. ... ... .. .. ... .. . ... ... ... ... . .. ... .. ... .. .. .. .. .. .. . .... . ....
5-14 years . .... . .. .. .. ... .. ... . .. ... . ... .. ... .. .. ... . .... .. ... .. .... . ... . .... .. .. ... .. ... . ... ... ... ... .. .. .. .. .. ...
15.24 years ... . .. .. .. ... .. .. .. ... .. . ... .. ..$.. .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ...o. .... . .... . ... .. .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ....&....
25-34 years ... .. .. .. .. .. .. ... . ... .. .. .. .. .... . .... . ... ... . .. .. . .... .. ... .. ... .. .. .. .... .. . ... .. .... . ... .. .. ... .. ..
35-44 years ... .. .. .. ... .. . ... .. .. .. .. ... .. .... .. .. .. ... .. ... .. .... .. .. .. ... ... . ... ... .. .. .. ... .. ... .. .. .. ... .. .. ..
45-54 years ... .. .. . ... .. .. ... .. ... .. . .. .. .... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... ... .. .... .. . .... . .... . ... .. ... .. .. ... .. .. ... ... .. .. .
55-64 years ... .. ... . .. ... . ... . .... . ... .. . .... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... ... .. ... ... . ... .. .. ... ... .. . .... .. .. .. ... .. .. ..
65-74 years ... .. .. .. .. ... .. .. .. ... .. . .. . .. .... . ... .. ... .. .. ... .... . .. .. . .... . .. ... ... .. ... .. .. . .... .. ... . .... . .. ..
75 years and over . ... . .. .. .. ... .. .. .. .. .... . ... .. ... .. ... .. .... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... .. ... . .... . .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .. .
Female
All ages ,, .,.,..,,,.,.,,,,.0.,.,,,,,,....,.,,. .. . .... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... . ... .. ... ... . .... . ...
Under 5 years .. .. . .. .. .. ... .. ... . .. ... . .... . .... . ... ... .. .. .. .... . .... . .... .. .. .. ... ... . ... . .... ... .. .. .. ... .. ..
5-14 years .. .. ... .. .. .. .. .. ... . .. ... .. ... . ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... ... ... . .... . .... . ... ... ... .. . ... .. ... .. ... .. .. .. .. ...
15-24 years ... ... .. . ... .. . ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .... . .... .. . .... .. ... .. ... ... .. . .... .. ... .. ... .. ... . .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ..
25.34 years ... ... .. .. .. .. .. ... . ... .. ... . .. .... . ... ... .. ... ... . .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... ... . ... .. ... .. ... . ... .. .. ..
35-44 years .. ..m... .. ... .. .. ... ... . ... .. .. .... . ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... . ... .. .. ... .. ... . .... . ... .. .. .. . .. ... .. .. .. .. ..
45-54 years . ... . ... .. ... . .. ... .. .. .. .... . ... .. .... . ..... . .. .. .. .... . .... . ... . ... .. .. .... .. .. .. .. ... .. ... .. ... . .. ..
55-64 years .. . ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ... .. ... . .. ... .. ... .. .... .. ... . ... .. ... .. .... .. .. .. .. .... . .... . .... . .. ... . .... . ... .
66.74 years ... ... .. .. ... . .. ... . ... . .... .. .. ... . ... .. .... . ... .. ... .. ... ... .. .. .. .... . ... .. ... .. .. ... . ... ... .. .. ... .
75 years and over .... . .. .. .. .... . ... .. . ... .. .... . .... . .... .. . .. . .... .. .. .. .. ... .. ... ... ... . .. ... .. ... . ... ... .. .
Education of head of family























































































































































































Table 12. Number ofphysician visits, byeducation ofheadof family, family income, and age: United States, 1975
[Data are based onhousehold interviews of thecivilian noninstitutionalized population. Thesuwey design, general qualifications, and
information onthe reliability of theestimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms aregiven in appendix II]







Family income and age
All incomes2 Number of visits in thousands
38,664 166,286 169,061All ages ... . .... . ... .. . .. .. .. ... .. ... .. .. .. .. .... . ... .. .... . ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ..
Under 15 years . .. .. ... . .... .. .. .. ... ... . ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... .. .. .. .... . .... .. .. .. .. ..
15-44 years ... .. ... ... .. .. ... .. ... . .... .. .. .. .. .... . ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... .. .... . ... . ....
45-64 years . .. .... .. .. .. ... ... . ... . .... .. ... .. ... .. .. .. .. .... .. ... . ... .. .. ... .. .... . ... .. ...













































All ages .... . ... .. .. ... .. ... . .... . ... .. .... . .... . .. ... . .... .. ... . .... .. ... .. .. ... .. ..
Under 15 years ... .. .. ... .. .. ... .. ... .. .. .... .. .. .. ... .. .. ... .. ... .. ... . .... .. ... .. ... .. ...
15-44 years ... . .... .. .. .. .... .. ... . .... .. . ... .. .... . ... . .... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... .. .... . ... .. ...
45-64 years ... ... . ... .. .. .... . .... .. .. .. .. ... . ..... . ... .. .. ... ... .. ... .. ... ... . ... .. .... . ...



































Under 15 years................................... .........................................
15-44 years.. ...............................................................................
45-64 years .................................................................................





















Under 15 years .. .. .. .. ... .. .... .. .. ... .. ... . ..... .... .. ... .. . .. .. .. ... . .... . .... .. ... .. . ..
15-44 years . ... .. .. .... . ... .. .. ... .. ... ... .. .. .... .. ... . ... ... .. ... . .... .. .. .. ... ... ... .. .. .
45-64 years . .. .... .. .. .. .... .. .. ... . .... .. ... . .... ... .. . .... .. .. ... ... ... .. . ... ... .. .... . ...
65 years and over ... .. .... .. ... . ... .. .. ... .. ... . .... .. .... . ... .. .... .. .. ... . ... .. ... ... ..
lIn~]udes unknown education.
21nc1udes unknown family ‘nCome.















Table 13. Number of physician visits per person per year, by education of head of family, family income, and age: United States, 1975
[ lllt:i srv bused on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
inkn’matimr on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix H ]
Family income and age
All incomas2
All ages .. .. . ... .. ... .. . ... .. ... . .... . ... .. ... ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... . ... ... .. .. .. ... .. ... .. .. ..
Under 15 years .. . .. .. .. .. .. ... .. .. ... .. .. .. .. ... .. ... . ..... . ... .. ... .. ... .. .... . ... .. .. .... . ... ... .. .. .. .. ... ..
15-44 years ... .. .. .. .. ... .. . .. ... .. .. ....0. . .,,,,.,,!,,.,., .. .. ... .. ... . ... ,,, ,, ... .. ... .. ... .. ... ... .. .. ... .. .. ..
45-64 years ... .. ... . .. .. .. ... . .... .. . ... . ... .. .... .. .. .. .. ... .. ... .. .... .. .. .. .. ... .. ... .. .... . ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ..
65 years and over . ... . ... .. ... . .. .... . .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .... . ... .. .... . .. .. ... ... .. .. .. .... .. .. .. .. ...
Less than $5,000
All ages .. . .. .. .. .. ... . ... .. .. .. .. ... .. .... . ... .. .... . ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... .. .. ... ... .. .. ... ... .. .. ... . .. ..
Under 15 years .,, , ., !, ...,,.,. . . .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .. .. .. .... .. ... .. ... . .... . .... .. ... .. ... .. .. .. ... ... .. .. .. .. ..
15-44 years ... .. ... . .. ... . ... .. ... .. . ... .. ... .. .... .. .. .. ... ... .. .. ... ... .. .. .. ... .. .. ... .. ... .. .. .. ... .. ... .. . ...
45-64 years .., .,, ..,,0,.... !. .. .. .. .. ... . .... . .... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... ... .. .. ... .. .. ... ... .. . .... . ... .. ... .. .. ..
65 years and over .. .. .. ... . ... .. .. ... . .... .. ... .. .. ... . ... .. .... . .... . ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... ... .. .. .... .. .. .. . ...
$5,000-$9,999
All ages .. . ... ... . ... ..,, ,,, . .. .. .... . .... . ... ... .. ... .... . ... ... . ... .. .... .. .. .. .. ... .. .. ... .. .. ... . .. ...
Under 15 years .. .. ... . ... .. .. ... . ... .. ... .. .... .. ... . ... ... .. .. . . .... .. .. .. .... .. .. .. .. .... . ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ..
15-44 years ... .... .. .. .. . ... .. .. .. .. .... . ... .. ... .. ... .. ... ... .. ... .. ... .. .... . ... .. .. .. .. .... . .... .. ... . ... .. . ..-
46-64 years . .. ... .. .. ... .. ... .. . .. .. ... .. .... . ... ... . .... . .... ... .. .. ... .. ... .. .... .. .. .. .. .. .. ... ... ... . .. .. .. ...
65 years and over . .. ... .. .. ... .. . ... .. .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... . ... ... . ... .. ... .. .. .. .. ...
$10,000 or more
Al I ages ... .. .. .. ... ... . .. .. .. ... .. ... . .... . ... .. ..... . ... .. ... .. .. ... ... .. . .. . ... ... .. ... . ... .. .. .. ... ...
Under 15 years .. .. .. .. ... .. .. ... . ... .. .. .. .. .... . .... . .... . .... . .... . .... .. . .... . ... ... .. .. ... .. .. ... .. .. .. ... .
16-44 years .. .. . ... .. ... . ... .. . ... . ... .. .. .... . .... . ... .. .... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... . .... .. .. .. ... .. ... .. .. ... . ... .. .. ..
45-64 years . .. ... . .. .. .. .. .... . ... . ... .. .. ... .. .... . ... .. ... .. .. ... ... .. .. ... .. .... . .... . ... .. .. .. ... ... .. .. .. .. ..
65 years and over ... .. .. ... . ... . .. ... . ... ... ... .. .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .... . .... . ... .. ... .. .. ... ... .. .. .. ... .. .. .. ..
llncItlJeS unkno~vn education.
21ncl”&.s ~nknO\\rn famfiy income.




























































































































Table 14. Number of physician visits, by activity limitation, sex, and age: United States, 1975
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and




Under 5 years .........................................................................................
5-14 years ...............................................................................................
15-24 years .............................................................................................





75 years and over ....................................................................................
Male
All ages .............................. ..........................................................





45-54 years ................... ..........................................................................
55-64 years .............................................................................................
65-74 years .............................................................................................
75 years and over ....................................................................................
Female
All ages........................................................................................
● Under 5 years .........................................................................................














popu- or kind of to carry
Iation in in major major on major





















































































































































lMajor activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
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Table 15. Number of physician visits per person per year, by activity limitation, sex, and age: United States, 1975
[ II:lt;l mc hmrd on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]
Sex and age
Both sexes
All ages .. .. .. .. .. ... .. ... . .. ... ... .. .. ... .. ... .. . .... .. ... .. ... . .... . ... ... .. .. .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ..
Under 5 years . ... . .. ... . ... .. .. ... . ... .. ... . .. .. .. . .... ... . .. ... ... .. .. ... ... . ... . .... .. .. .. ... ... . ... . ... ... ..
5-14 years .. ... .. .. . ... .. .. .. .. ... .. .. ... . .... . ... .. .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .... . .. .. ... ... . ... .. .. ... .. ... .. ... . ..
15-24 years ... .. .. . .. ... .. .. .. .. ... . .... . .... . ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... . ... . .. ... .. .. ... . ... .. .... . ... .. ... . .. ... ... .
25-34 years . .. .. .. .. ... . ... .. . .... . .. ... .. ... . .... . ... .. .... . ... .. .. ... .. .... . ... .. . ... .. .... .. ... .. ... . .. ... .. .
35-44 years . .. .. ... .. .. .. .. .. . .... . ... .. .. .... .. . .. .... .. .. ... ... .. .. .. .. ... ... .. .. ... .. .. .. .. .... .. .. .. ... .. .. .
45.54 years . .. ... . .. ... .. .. .. .. ... . ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... . .... . .... . ... .. .. ... . .... . .... .. .. .. ... ...I.
55-64 years . .. ... .. .. ... . .. ... .. ... . ... .. ... .. .. .. .. .... .. ... .. .. .. ... .. ... ... . ... .. . .. . ... ... . .... .. .. . ... .. ...
65.74 years .. .. .. .. .. ... .. .. .. . .. . .. ... .. ... .. .. ... . .... . .... . .... .. . .. . ... .. .. ... .. ... .. .. .. .. .... .. ... . ... .. ..
75 years and over .. .. .. ... .. ... .. .. .. .... . ... .. .. ... .. ... . ... .. .... . ... ... .. .. . .... .. ... . ... ... ... . .. .... . ..
Male
All ages .. .. . .. ... ... .. . .... . .... . ... .. .... .. .. ... . .... . ... ... .. .. ... .. .. ... . ... .. .. ... .. .. ... ... . ... . ...
Under 5 years ... .. .. .. . .... . .. .. .. .. ... . ... . ... ... . ... .. .... .. .. .. .. .. . ... .. .. ... .. .. .. . ... ... .. .. .... .. . .. .. ..
5-14 years ... .. .. .. .. .. .. ... .. . ... .. . ... .. ... ... .... . ... . .... .. ... .. .... . .. .. .. .... .. .. .. ... .. .. .. .. .... .. . ... .. .
1524 years . ... . ... . .. .. .. ... . .. ... .. ... . ... .. ..... . ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .... . .. ... .. ... . ... .. .. ... . ... .. ... .. . ..
25.34 years . .. ... .. .. . .. .. ... . .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .... .. .. .. .... .. .. .. .... .. .. .. .. .... . ... .. .. .. ... .. ... .. .. .. .. .. .
35-44 years .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ... . ... . .... . .. ... .... .. ... .. . ..... . ... .. ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ... .. . ... ... .. .. ... .. ..
45-54 years . ... .. .. .. .. . ... ... .. ... . ... .. ... .. .. ... ... .. .. ... .. .... .. ... . ... .. .. ... .. ... . ... .. ... .. .. . .. .. .. ..
65-64 years .. .. ... . ... .. . .. ... . .... . ... .. ... .. ... ... ... . .... .. .. ... . .... .. ... .. ... . ... .. . .... . ... .. .... . ... .. . ..
65.74 years .. . . ... . .. ... . .... . ... .. . .... . ... .. .... .. ... . ... ... ... .. .... . .. ... . .... . ... ... .. .. .. ... . ... ... .. .. .. .
75 years and over .. .. .. ... . ... .. ... .. .. ... .. .... . .... .. .. ... .. .. ... .. ... .. .. ... . ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... . .. .
Female
All ages .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .... . ... .. . .... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... ... .. .. ... . ... .. ... .. .. .. .. .... . ..
Under 5 yaars . ... . ... .. .. .. .. .. ... . ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... . . ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... . .... .. .. .. ... .. .. .
5-14 years ... ... . .. .. ... .. .. .. .. .... . . ... . .... . ... .. .... . ... .. .. .... .. ... . .... . ... .. ... ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . ... .. .. .
1.5-24 years . .. . .... . ... .. . ... . ... .. .. ... . .... . ... .. ... ... .. .. .. .. .. ... . .. .... .. .. .. ... .. ... .. .. ... .. .. .. .. ... ...
25-34 years ... .. ... . ... . ... .. . ... .. .. ... . .... .. .. .. .... .. ... .. ... .. . .... .. ... . ... .. .... . ... .. .. ... .. ... . ... .. ...
35.44 years .. . .. .. .. .... . . ... . .. ... . .. .. .. .... . ... .. .... . ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .. .. .. ... . ... ... ..
45.54 years . .. .. ... .. .. .. .. .. . .... .. ... .. .. ... . ... .. ... ... ... . .... . ... .. .... .. . ... . ... ... . .... .. ... . .. . .. ... .. ..
55-64 years .. . ... .. .. ... .. . ... . ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... . .... ... .. .. ... .. ... .. ... .. . ... ... ... .. .. .. .... . . ... ... .. .. ..
(3574 years .. .. .. .. .. ... .. .. .. . .... . ... .. ... .. .. ... .. .. . ... .. .. .... . ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... .. ... . .... . ... .. . .... .. .
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~~f2jor activity refers to ability to work. keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities
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Table 16. Number of physician visits, by place of visit and selected characteristics: United States, 1975
[Data are based cm household interviews of the civilian noninstitutimsalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability
of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix H]




White . .. . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . ,,,., ,,., ,,, ,., ,... .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . . . .. .. .. . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . ..
Black . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. .. . . .. .. . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . .. .
Family income
Less than $3.0M ... . . . .. . . .. .. . . .. . . . .. . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . .. .. . . . .. . . . .. .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. .
$3,00CI.$4 ,999 . . . . .. . .. .. . . .. . . .. .. . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. .
$5,000-$6,999 . . . . .. . . . . .. . .. . . .. . . . . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. .
$7.000-$9,999 ... . . . .. .. . . .. . . . .. .. . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . .. . .. . .. . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . .
$10,000-$14,999 . .. .. .. .. . . . .. . .. .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. .. .. . . . .. . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . .
$15,000 or more . .. .. .. . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . .. .. . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . .
Education of heed of family
Activity limitation
Unable to carry on major activity3 .. . . .. . .. .. . .. . .. . .. . . . .. . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. .. . . . . . . .. . .. . . .. . . . ..
Limited in amount or kind of major activity 3 . .. .. . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . .. . . . .. .. . . .. . . .. .. . ..
Limited, but not in major activity3 .. . . . .. . . .. . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . . . .. . . .. .. . . . . .. . . . . .. .. ..














































































































































































































































































lDoes not include calls for appointments and other nonmedical purposes.
21ncIudes color other than white and black and unknown income and education.
3Maj~~ ~cdvitY ~efera to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school Or preschool activities.
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Table 17. Percent distribution ofphysician visits byplace ofvisit, according toselected characteristics: United Statas,1975
[ Ditta are bxid WI household interviews of the civilian ncminstitutionalized population. The surve y design, general qualifications, and information on the reliabilityy






(includ- clinic or Company Other






































































































































































































































































lD,JC, “Lit incl”dc COIIS for appointments and other nonmdid PurPOses.
21ncludcs ~olor ~thcr than white and bkick and unknown iIICOme and educatiOn.
Shfajor ~ctivitY refars to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
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Table 18. Number andpercent distribution ofphysician visits byplace ofvisit, accord~ng totypeof physician: United Statas, l975
[Data me based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey” design, general qualifications, and in formaticm cm the reliability
















Number of visits in thcmkwmds
1,056,09411717,746




































































































































































































Table 19. Num&rof physician visits, bytypeof service andselected characteristics: United States, 1975
[Data are Iwctf cm bausehald interviews of the civilian ncminstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability



















































































































































































































































lTllis t@dmay be less than the sum ofvisits bytypeofsen’ice because 1 visit may involve more than 1 type of service.
Zlnc[ude, ~olor ~th~r than white and black and unknown famiIY income and educatiOn.
Jhiajor a~tivity ~efer~ to ~bflity to work, keep house, or engage in schOOl or preschOOl activities.
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Table 20. Percent distribution ofphysician visits bytypeof service, according toselected characteristics: United States, l975
[ Data are ba8ed on household interview’s of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information cm tht relmbillty







Education of head of family
Activity limitation
Unable m carry on major activity3 .. . . . .. . . .. . . .. . .. .. . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . .. .. .. . . . . . . .. . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . .
Limited in amount or kmd of major activity3 .................................................................................... .....
Limited, but not in major activity3 . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . .. . . . .. .. . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . .. .. .











































































































































































































































lThe sum of percentages by type of serviceman be greater than 100.0 because 1 visit may involve more than 1 type of sewice.
21ncludes ccdorotber than, white and black andunknown family immnea”dedwcatiom
3Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
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Table 21. Number and percent distribution of physician visits for diagnosis and treatment, by condition causing visit: United States,
1975
[ Il:{tu w hmed on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information onthereliability of theestimates aregiven in appendix I. Definitions ofterms aregiven inappendix II]
Condition group and lCDA,8th revision, code numbers
All visits for diagnosis and treatment . .. .... .. .. .. .... . ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... .. ... . .. ... .. ... .. .. .. .. ... .. ... ... .. . ... .. .. ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ..
All chronic conditions .. . ... .. .... . .. ... .. ... .. .... . .... .. ... . ... .. ... .. .. .... . ... .. .. .. ... .. ... .. .. .. ... .. ... .. .. .. ... .. .. .. ... ... .. .. .. ... .. .. ... .....
Infective and parasitic diseases . ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... .. .. .. .. .... . ... . .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .. .. ... .. ... ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .... .. .. .. .. ... .. .. .. ... .. .. ... ..OOO.l36
Malignant neoplasms .... .. ... .. .. ... . ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... ... .. .. ... . .... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .. .. .. ... .. ... .. . ... .. ... .. . ............l 40-209
8enlgn and unspecified neoplasms .. .. ... .. .. .... . ... ... .. .. .. ... ... .. .. ... .. .. ... .. ... . .... .. .. .. .. .. . .. ... .. ... .. .. .. .. ... ... . .. .... .. ... . . ..21 O.239
Diseases of thyroid gland ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .... .. ... . .. ... .. ... .. ... ... .. . ... ... .. .. ... ... . .. .. .. ... .. ... .. ... . ... .. .. ... ... .. ....24O.246
Diabetes .. . ... .. .. ... . ... .. . ... . .. ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... . .... ... .. .. ... . .... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... .. .. ... ... . ... .. .. ... .. ... .. .. .. ... .. ....................................25O
Diseases of the blood and blood-forming organs . .... . .... . .. ... .. ... .. ... . ... .. .. ... .. .. .. ... .. ... . ... .. ... .. .. .. ... .. .. .. .... .. .. .. ...28O.289
Mental and nervous conditions .... . ... ... .. .. .. .... . ... .. .... .. .. .. .... . .. ....29 O.3O9. 780.6,781.5,785.6,786.2, 790.0,790.2
Heart conditions .. .. .. .. .. .. ... . .. .... .. .. .. ... .. ... .. .... .. . ... .. .... . ... .. ... .. .. ... ..39 O.398. 402,404,410-429,782.1 ,782.2,782.4
Hypertensive disease (without heart involvement) . . ... ... .. ... . ... .. ... ... .. .. .. .. ... .. .. ... ... .. .. .. ... .. .. .. ... ... . ... .. ...4oo. 401,403
Other conditions of circulatory system .... ... .. .. .. ... ... .. .. .. .... . ... ... . .... .. .. .. .. ... .. ... ..
Chronic bronchitis
430-458,782.0, 782.3, 782.5 -782.9
... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . ... .. ... .. ... .. .... . ... .. .. .... . ... ... ... . .. ... . .. .. .. ... .. .. .. .. ... .. ... .. ... . ... ... . ... .. .. .. ... .. ............49o. 491
Emphysema ... ... . .. .... . ... . .. .. .. .... . .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .... . .... . ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... .. .. .. .. ... . ... ... . ... .. .. ... .. .. ... .. .. ........................ 492
Asthma (with or without hay fever) ... .. ... .. .. ... ... . ... ... ... .. .. ... . ... ... ... .. ... . .. .. ... .. .. .. .. . ... .. .. ... . ... .. ... .. .. .. .. ... ... .. .. ... .. ....493
Hay fever .. ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ... . .. .. .... .. .. .. .. ... .. ... .. .... .. .. .. .. .... .. .. ... ... . .. ... ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... . ... .. .. ... .. .. .. ....................................5o7
Chronic sinusitis .. ..! . ... .. ...!.! .... . ... .. ... .. .. ... . .... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .... . .. ... .. ... . ... .. .. ... ... .. .. ... .. .. .. .. ... .. .. ... ... . ... .. .. ...................5o3
Other conditions of respiratory system .. .. .. .. . .... . ... .... . ... .. ... .. .. .. .... . .. .. . . ..
UIWr of stomach and duodenum
470-486, 500-502, 504-506,508-519, 783
.. .. ... .. ... ... ... . ... . .... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... . .... . ... ... . ... .. ... . ... ... . ... .. .. ... .. .. ... .. ... .. .. ... . ... .. ...53l.534
Hernia of abdominal cavity . .... .. ... .. ... . .... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... ... .. .. ... .. ... .. . .... .. .. .. ... ... . ... .. ... . .. ... . .... .. .. .. ... .. .. .. .. ... ... .. .. ..55o.553
Other diseases of digestive system .. ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... .. .... .. .. .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... . ... .. ... .520-530,535-543,560-577, 784,785
Diseases of kidney and ureter .. ... .. . .... .. ... ... ... .. .. .. .... . .... .. ... . ... .. ... .. .. ... . ... ... . ... ... .. . ... .. ... .. .. .. .. ... .. .. ..581 .584. 590-593
Other diseases of urinary system ... .. ... .. ... .. .... .. .. ... ... . .. .. .. .. ... ... .. .. .. ... .. .. ... .594-599,786.0,786.1, 786.3-786.7,789
Diseases of genital organs . .. .. ... .. ... . .... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... .... .. .. .. .. ... .. ... .. .... .. .. .. . ... .. ... .. .... . .. .. .. ... .. ... .. .. .. .. ... .. .. ... ... . ....6OO.629
Chronic and allergic skin diseases . .. ... .. .... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... ... .. ... .. .. .. .. .... .. .. .. ... . ... ... .. ... . ... .. .. ... .. .. .. ... .. .. ... . ... .. .. ... . ..68 O.7O9
Arthritis and chronic rheumatism .... .. .... .. .... . . ... . ... ... .. ... . .... . ... .. .... . ... .. . ... ... .. .. ... .. .. .. .. .. ... .. .. .. ... .. .. ... .. ... .. .. .. ..71 O.7l8
Other musculoskeletal disorders ... .. ... .. ... . ..... .. .. .. ... ... ... . ... .. .. ... . .... .. ... . ... .. .. ... . .... .. . ... . ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ..72O.723. 725-734
Orthopedic impairments (excluding paralysis and absence) 1. ... .. .. ... ... . ... .. .. .. ... ... . ... .. .. ... . ... .. ... .. .. .. .. .. ... .. . ... . .. ... ... .. . ..
Other impairmentsl . .. .. .. .. .. .. ... . .... .. ... . .... .. .... .. .. .. .... .. .. ... . .... . ... .. .. ... . .... . ... ... . ... .. ... .. . ... .. .... . .. .. ... .. .. ... . .........................
Other chronic conditions ... . ... .. .. ... .. ... ... .. .. .... . .... . .... .. .. .. .... . .. ... .. ... .. ... . ... .. .. ...All other codes which may be chronic
All acute conditions ... ... .. ... . .... . .... .. ... .. .. .. .... .. ... .. .. ... . ... .. .... . ... .. ... . .. ... .. .. ... .. .. .. ... .. .. ... . ... . .... .. .. .. .. ... .. .. .. ...........
Common childhood diseases .. .. .... .. .. ... .. ... ... .. .. .. . ... .. ... ... . ... .. ... . .. ... ... .. .. ... .. .. ... . .... . ... .. .. ... .. ..O33. 052,055,056,072
Tht] virus, not otherwise specified .. .... . ... .. .... . ... .. ... ... .. .. .. .... .. .. .. ... .. ... .. . .... . ... .. ... .. .. .. .. ... .. ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .... . ... .. .. .. ..O79.9
Other infective and parasitic diseases ... ... .. .... .. .. .. ... .. ... ... ... . . .... ... .. .000-032,034-051,053, 054,057-071,073-136
Common cold ... .. ... . ... .. . ... .. . .... .. ... .. .. .. .. ... .. .... . .... .. ... .. ... .. ... . ... .. .. .... . ... .. .. ... . ... .. ... .. .. .. ... ... . ... . .... ...........................46O
Other acute upper respiratory conditions .... .. ... . .... .. ... .. ... .. . .... .. ... .. .. .. .. ... .. .. .. .... . .. .. .. ... .. ... .. .. ... . ..46l465. 5rJl, 5r38
Influenza-1ike illness .. ... . ... .. ... .. ... .. . .... .. ... .. ... .. ... . .... .. .... . ... .. .. ... .. .... . ... .. .. .. .. ... . ... ... ... . .. .. .. ... .. ... .. .. .. .. .. ...........47o474
Other acute respiratory conditions .. ... . .. .. ... .. .... . .. ... .. ... ... .. .. .... . ... .. .. .. .. ... .. .. .. ... ... .466,480-486, 510-516,519, 783
Digestive system conditions . .... . .... . ....520.6-521.5,521.7-523.9, 525-530,535-543,560, 561,564-577,784,785
Fractures and dislocations .. ... ... .. .. ... .. .. ... .. .... . ... .. .... .. .. .. .... . .. ... .. ... .. ... .. . ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ... .. . ... .. ... .. .. ... . .. ... .. N800-N839
Sprains and strains ... .. .. . ... .. .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... .... . ... ... . ... .. ... .. .. ... .. ... . ... .. ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ... ... .. .. ... . ... .. ........ N84r).N848
Open wounds and lacerations . ... ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .... . ... .. .. ... . .... . .... .. .. . N870, N872-N884, N890-N894, N900-N907
Contusions and superficial injuries . .... .. ... .. .... .. .. .. ... .. ... ... .. ... . .. .. .... ... . .. . .. .. .. .. ... ... . ... ... . ... . ... .. ... .. .. .. .. .... . .. N910-N929
Other current injuries ... . .. .. .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .. .. .. ... . .... . .... .. . .. .. .. ... . .... . ... .. .... . . .... .. .. .
Diseases of the ear
N850-N869, N930-N994, N996-N999
.. . ... .. . .... . .. .. ... ... . .... .. ... . .... .. ... . .... .. ... .. .. ... . .... . .... .. .. .. .. ... .. .. .. .... . .. .. ....38O.387. 745.0-745.3, 781.3
Gerwtourinary dsorders ... .. .. ... .. ... . .. ... ... .. .... .. ... .. . .... .. ... ... .. .. .. .. ... ... .. ... . ... .. . ... .. ... .. ... . .. ... .. ... . .... . ...58O.629. 786, 789
Diseases of the skin ....s. .. .. .. .. ... .. ... . ... .. .. ... .. .... .. ... . .... .. ... .. ... .. ... . ... .. ... .. .. ... .. .. ... . ... .. ... .. .. ... . ... .. ... .. . ... .. ............68O.7O9
I)m?ases of the musculoskeletal system .. .. .. .... ... .. ... .. ... .. .. .. . . ... ... ... . .... . ... .. .. .. .. .... . ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .... .. . ... .. .. ...7l7.733. 787
Other acute conditions .. ... . . .... .. .. .. .. ... ... .. .. .... .. .. .. .... .. .. ... ... . .. ... . .... .. ... .. .. .. .. ... . .. .. .. ... . .. ... .. ... .. .. .. ..Other acute rubrics
No condition reported .. ... ... .. .. .. ... . .... .. ... .. . .. .. .. ... .. .. .. .... . ... .. ... .. .. .. .. ... .. . .. .. .. .. .. .... .. .. .. . .... . .. ... .. ... . .. . .. ... .. ..........













































































































Table 22. Number and percent distribution of physician visits for diagnosis and treatment by condition causing visit, according to place of visit: United States,
1975
[ Data are based on household interviews of the civilian ncminstitutionalized populaticm. The survey design, general qualifications, and information cm the reliability
of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definiticms of terms are given in appendix H]
Condition groupl
Number of visits fm diagnosis and treatment .................................................................... ............... ...........
All visits for diagnosis and treatment ............................................................................... .................... ........
No condition repOrted .. ...... ..............................................................................................................................
lSee table 21 for list of ICDA, 8th revision, code numbers included in each condition group.
21ncludes other places of visit.
3Does not in~l”de ~aIISfor appointments and other nonmedical PurPOses.
Place of visit
Number
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APPENDIX I
TECHNICAL NOTES ON METHODS
Background of This Report
This report is one of a series of statistical
reports prepared by the National Center for
Health Statistics (NCHS). It is based on infor-
mation collected in a continuing nationwide
sample of households in the Health Interview
Survey (HIS).
The Health Interview S~rvey utilizes a ques-
tionnaire that obtains information on personal
and demographic characteristics, illnesses, in-
juries, impairments, chronic conditions, and
other health topics. As data relating to each of
these various broad topics are tabulated and
analyzed, separate reports are issued which cover
one or more of the specific topics.
The population covered by the sample for
the Health Interview Survey is the civilian non-
institutionalized population of the United States
living at the time of the interview. The sample
does not include members of the Armed Forces
or U.S. nationals living in foreign countries. It
should also be noted that the estimates shown
do not represent a complete measure of any
given topic during the specified calendar period
because data are not collected in the interview
for persons who died during the reference period.
For many types of statistics collected in the sur-
vey, the reference period covers the 2 weeks
prior to the interview week. For such a short
period, the contribution by decedents to a total
inventory of conditions or services should be
very small. However, the contribution by de-
cedents during a long reference period (e.g., 1
year) might be sizable, especially for older
persons.
Statistical Design of the
Health Interview Survey
General plan..-The sampling plan of the
survey follows a multistage probability design
that permits a continuous sampling of the
civilian noninstitutionalized population (;f the
United States. The sample is designed in such a
way that the sample of households interviewed
each week is representative of the target popLda-
tion and that weekly samples are additive over
time. This feature of the design permits both
continuous measurement of characteristics of
samples and more detailed analysis of less com-
mon characteristics and smaller categories of
health-related items. The continuous collection
has administrative and operational advantages as
well as technical assets because it permits field-
work to be handIed with an experienced, stable
staff.
The overall sample was designed so that
tabulations can be provided for each of the four
major geographic regions and for selected places
of residence in the United States.
The first stage of the sample design consists
of drawing a sample of 376 primary sampling
units (PSU’S) from approximately 1,900 gee:
graphically defined PSU’S. A PSU consists of a
county, a small group of contiguous counties, or
a standard metropolitan statistical area. The
PSU’S collectively cover the 50 States and the
District of Columbia.
With no loss in general understanding, the
remaining stages can be combined and treated in
this discussion as an ultimate stage. Within
PSU’S, then, ultimate stage units called segments
are defined in such a manner that each segment
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~wntuins an expected six households. Three gen-
crid types of segments are used.
Area segments which are defined geographi-
cally.
List segments, using 1970 census registers as
the frame.
Permit segments, using updated lists of
building permits issued in sample PSU’S
since 1970.
Census address listings were used for all areas of
the country where addresses were well defined
●-d could be used to locate housing units. In
general the list frame ‘included the larger urban
areas of the United States from which about
two-thirds of the HIS sample was selected.
The usual HIS sample consists of approxi-
mately 12,000 segments containing about 50,000
;issigncd households, of which 9,000 were vacant,
dcrnolished, or occupied by persons not in the
scope of the survey. The 41,000 eligible occupied
households yield a probability sample of about
120,000 persons.
Descriptive material on data collection,
field procedures, and questionnaire development
in the HIS has been published5 as well as a de-
tailed description of the sample designG and a
report on the estimation procedure and the
method used to calculate sampling errors of esti-
mates derived from the su~ey.7
Collection of datu. –Field operations fc>r
the survey are performed by the U.S. Bureau of
the Census under specifications established by
the National Center for Health Statistics. In ac-
cordance with these specifications the Bureau of
the Census participates in survey planning, se-
lects the sample, and conducts the field inter-
viewing as an agent of NCHS. The data are
coded, edited, and tabulated by NCHS.
Estimating procedures. –Since the design of
the HIS is a complex multistage probability
sample, it is necessary to use complex pro-
cedures in the derivation of estimates. Four
bmic operatio~~ are involved.
1. Inflation by the reciprocal of the probability
of selection. —The probability of selection is
the product of the probabilities of selection






from each step of selection in
(PSU, segment, and household).
the design
Nonresponse adjustment. –The estimates are
inflat;d by a multiplication factor that has
as its numerator the number of sample house-
holds, in a given segment and as its denomina-
tor the number of households interviewed in
that segment.
First-stage ratio adjustment. –Sampling
theory indicates that the use of auxiliary in-
formation that is highly correlated with the
variables being estimated improves the re-
liability of the estimates. To reduce the vari-
ability between PSU’S within a ‘region, the
estimates are ratio adjusted to the 1970
populations within 12 color-residence classes.
Poststratification by age-sex-color. –The esti-
mates are ratio adjusted within each of 60
age-sex-color cells to an independent estimate
of the population of each cell for the survey
period. These independent estimates are pre-
pared by the Bureau of the Census. Both the
first-stage and poststratified ratio adjust-
ments take the form of multiplication factors
applied to the weight of each elementary unit
(person, household, condition, and
hospitalization).
The effect of the ratio-estimating process is
make .fhe sample more closely representative
the civilian noninstitutiordized ~o~uIation
by age, sex, color, and residence, wh[ch’thereby
reduces sampling variance.
As noted, each week’s sample represents
the population living during that week and char-
acteristics of the population. Consolidation of
samples over a time period, e.g., a calendar
quarter, produces estimates of average character-
istics of the U.S. population for the calendar
quarter. Similarly, population data for a year are
averages of the four quarterly figures.
For prevalence statistics, such as number of
persons with speech impairments or number of
persons classified by time interval since last
physician visit, figures are first calculated for
each calendar quarter by averaging estimates for
all weeks of interviewing in the quarter. Prev-
alence data for a year are then obtained by
averaging the four quarterlv figurec
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For other types of statistics–namely those
measuring the number of occurrences during a
specified time period—such as incidence of acute
conditions, number of disability days, or num-
ber of visits to a doctor or dentist, a similar
computational procedure is used, but the statis-
tics are interpreted differently. For these items,
the questionnaire asks for the respondent’s ex-
perience over the 2 calendar weeks prior to the
week of interview. In such instances the esti-
mated quarterly total for the statistic is 6.5
times the average 2-week estimate produced by
the 13 successive samples taken during the
period. The annual total is the sum of the four
quarters. Thus the experience of persons inter-
viewed dun”ng a year—experience that actually
occurred for each person in a 2-calendar-week
interval prior to week of interview-is treated as
though it measured the total of such experience
during the >~ear.Such interpretation leads to no
significant bias.
Explanation n of hospital recall. –The survey
questionnaire uses LI 12-month-recall period for
hospitalizations. That is, the respondent is asked
to report hospitalizations that occurred during
the 12 months prior to the week of interview.
Information is also obtained as to the date of
entry into the hospital and duration of stay.
.Analysis of this information, and also the results
of special studies, has shown that there is an
increase in underreporting of -hospitalizations
with increase in time intervid between the dis-
charge and the interview. Exclusive of the hospi-
tal experience of decedents, the net undm-rcport-
ing with a 12-month recall is in the neighbor-
hood of 10 percent, but underreporting of dis-
charges within 6 months of the week of irtter-
view is estimated to be less than 5 percent. For
this reason hospital discharge data in this report
are based on hospital discharges reported to have
occurred within 6 months of the week of inter-
view. Since the interviews were evenly distrib-
uted according to weekly probability samples
throughout any interviewing year, no seasonaf
bias was introduced by doubling the 6-month-
recall data to produce an annual estimate for
that year of interviewing. Doubling the 6-month
data in effect imputes to the entire year preced-
ing the interview the rate of hospital discharges
actually observed during the 6 months prior to
int&view. However, estimates of the number of
persons with hospital episodes (as opposed to
estimates of the number of hospital discharges)
are based on 12-month-recall data because a per-
son’s 1Z-month experiences cannot be obtained
by doubling his most recent 6-month
experience.
General Qualifications
Nonresponse. –Data were adjusted. for nnn-
response by a procedure that imputes to per-
sons in a household who were not interviewed
the characteristics of persons in households in
the same segment who were interviewed.
The interview. process.--The statistics prc-
sexzted in this report are based on replies ob-
tained in interviews with persons in the sumple
households. Each person 19 years of age and
over present at the time of interview was inter-
viewed individually. For children and for adults
not present in the home at the time of the inter-
view, the information was obtained from a re-
lated household member such M a spouse or the
mother of a child.
There are limitations to the accuracy of
diagnostic and other information collected in
h o usehold interviews. For diagnosti~ infor-
mation, the household respondent can USLlidly
pass on to the interviewer only the information
the physician has given to the family. For u-lndi-
tions not medically attended, diagnostic infor-
mation is often no mm-e than a description of
symptoms. However, other facts, such as the
number of disability days caused by the ctmdi-
tion, can be obtained more accurately from
household members than from any qther source
because only the persons concerned arc in a
position to report this information.
Rovnding of numbers. –The original tabula-
tions on which the data in this report are based
show all estimates to the nearest whole unit. All
consolidations were, made from the originaf
tabulations using the estimates to the nemwst
unit. In the final published tables, the figures are
rounded to the nearest thousand, although these
are not necessarily accurate to that detail. Dti-
vised statistics such as rates and percent distri-
butions are computed after the estimates on
~;hich these are based have been rollnded to the
nearest thousand.
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Population jigures. -Some of the published
tables include population figures for specified
categories. Except for certain overall totals by
age, sex, and color, which are adjusted to in-
dependent estimates, these figures are based on
the sample of households in the HIS. These are
given primarily to provide denominators for rate
computation, and for this purpose are more ap-
propriate for use with the accompanying meas-
ures of health characteristics than other popula-
tion data that may be available. With the excep-
tion of the overall totals by age, sex, and color
mentioned above, the population figures differ
from figures (which are derived from different
sources) published in reports of the Bureau of
the Census. OfficiaI population estimates are
presented in Bureau of the Census reports in
Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.
Reliability of Estimatas
Since the statistics presented in this report
are based on a sample, they will differ somewhat
from the figures that would have been obtained
if a complete census had been taken using the
same schedules, instructions, and interviewing
personnel and procedures.
As in any survey, the results are also sub-
ject .to reporting and processing errors and errors
due to nonresponse. To the extent possible,
these types of errors were kept to a minimum by
methods built into survey procedures.? Although
it is very difficult to measure the extent of bias
in the Health Interview Surveyt, a number of
studies have been conducted to study this prob-
lem. The results have been published in several
reports.%lz
The standard error is primarily a measure
of sampling variability, that is, the variations
that might occur by chance because only a
sample of the population is surveyed. As calcu-
lated for this re~ort, the standard error also re-
flects part of the variation that arises in the
measurement process. It does not include esti-
mates of any biases that might be in the data.
The chances are about 68 out of- 100 that an
estimate from the sample would differ from a
NOTE: A list of references follows the text.
complete census by less than the standard error.
The chances are about 95 out of 100 that the
difference would be less than twice the standard
error and about 99 out of 106 that it would be
less than 2?4 times as large.
Standard error charts. –The relative stand-
ard error of an estimate is obtained by dividing
the standard error of the estimate by the estimate
itself and is expressed as a percentage of the esti-
mat e. For this report, asterisks m-e shown for any
cell w’ith more than a 3O-percent rclat ive stand-
tird en-or. Included in this appendix m-c charts
from which the relative standard errors can be
dcterrnincd for cstima!cs sho~vn in the report.
In order to derive relative errors that would be
applicable to a wide variety of health statistics
and that could be prepared at a moderate cost,
a number of approximations were required. As a
result, the charts provide an estimate of the ap-
proximate relative standard error rather than the
precise error for any specific aggregate or per-
centage.
Three classes of statistics for the’health sur-
vey m-e identified for purposes of estimating
variances.
1. Narrow range. –This class consists of (11 sta-
2,
tistics that ‘&timate- a population at&bute,
e.g., the number of persons in a particular
income group, and (2) statistics for which
the measure for a single individual during
the reference period used in data collection
is usually either Oor 1 or on occasion may
take on the value 2 or very rarely 3.
Medium range. –This class consists of other
statistics for-which the measure for a single
individual during the reference period used
in data .coIlec#ion will rarely lie outside the
range O to 5.
3. Wide range. –This class consists of Statistics
for which the measure for a single individual
during the reference period used in data
collection can range from O to a number in
excess of 5, e.g., the number of days of bed
disability.
In addition to classifying variables accord-
ing to whether they are narrow-, medium-, or
wide-range, statistics in the survey are further
classified as to whether they are based on a ref-
erence period of 2 weeks, 6 months., . or 12
months.
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General rules for determining relative stand-
ard errors. –The following rules will enable the
reader to determine approximate relative stand-
ard errors from the’ charts for estimates pre-
senteg! “in this report. These chartx represent
standard errors of HIS data. ‘rhev should be used
in preference to the charts that have appeared




Iistilnatrs (Ij’ uggregutcs: Approximate
relative standard errors for es[imatcs of
ag,~reg;ites such as the number of per-
sons with a Viven [Xhar;lcteristic Zu-e01).
tained from appropriate curves, figure I.
The number of persons in the total U.S.
population or in an age-sex-color class
of the total population is adjusted to
official Bureau of the Census figures
and is not subject to sampling error.
Estimates oj”percentages m o percent
distribution: R,elative standard eriors
for percentages in a percent distribution
of a total m-e obtained from appropriate
curves, figure II. For values that do not
fall on one of the curves presented in
the chart, visual interpolation will pro-
yide a satisfactory approximation.
.!i.ltimates of rates ulh w-e the n urncrat or
is a subclass of the dwzominator: This
rule applies for prevalence rates or
where a unit of the numerator occurs,
with few exceptions, only once in tlie
year for any one unit in the denomi-
nator. For example, in computing the
rate of visual impairments per 1,000
population, the numerator consisting of
persons with the impairment is a sub-
class of the denominator, which in-
cludes aH persons in the population.
Such rates if converted to rates per 100
may be treated as though they were per-
centages and the relative standard errors
obtained from the percentage charts for
population estimates. Rates per 1,000,
or on any other base, must first be con-
verted to rates per 100; then the per-
centage chart will provide the relative
standard error per 100.
Rule 4.
Rule 5.
Estimates of rates where the numerator
is not a subclass of the denominator:
This rule applies where a unit of the
numerator often occurs more than once
ior any one unit in the denominator.
For example, in the computation of the
number of persons injured per 100 cur-
rently employed persons per year, it is
possible that a person in the denomi-
nator could have sustained more than
one of the injuries included in the n u-
merwor. Approximate relative standard




Where the denominator is the total
U.S. population or includes all per-
sons in one or more of the age-sex-
color groups of the total popu-
lation, the relative error of the rate
is equivalent to the relative error of
the numerator, which can be ob-
tained directly from the appro-
priate chart.
In other cases the relative standard
error of the numerator and of the
denominator can be obtained from
the appropriate curve. Square each
of these relative errors, add the re-
sulting values, and extract the
square root of the sum. This pro-
c e dure will result in an upper
bound on the standard error and of-
ten will overstate the error.
Estimates of difference between two
statistics (mean, rate, total, etc.): The
standard error of a difference is approx-
imately the square root of the sum of
the squares of each standard error con-
sidered separately. A formula for the
standard error of a difference
d = .S1 – A’,,.
‘d =
where Xl is the estimate for class 1, .Y2
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is the estimate for class 2, and V. 1 and
IL2 are the relative errors of X1 ~d X2,
respectively. This formula will repre-
sent the actual standard error quite
accurately for the difference between
separate and uncorrelated characteris-
tics although it is only a rough approxi-
mation in most other cases. The relative
standard error of each estimate in-
volved in such a difference can be
determined by one of the four rules
just stated, whichever is appropriate.
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Figurel. RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS FOR NUMBER OF PHYSICIAN OR DENTAL VISl~ BASED
ON A 2-WEEK REFERENCE PERIOD (A), AND POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS (P)l
A 2 3 456789A 2 3 456789A 2 3 4 56789A 2 3 456789A 2 3 456789A
10 100 1C),ooo 100,000 1,000,000
SIZE &EsTIMATE (IN THoUSANDS)
I ~~ ~u~ r~l~t~dtO~h@cim or d~nt~ ~~it~isb~~~don 14 qu~ers of data couection for medium-range estimates of aggregates using a 2-week
reference period; the curye for population characteristics is based on 4 quarters of data collection for narrow-range estimate of aggregates.
Example of use of chart: An estimate of 10,000,000 physician or dental visits (on scale at bottom of chart) has a relative standard
error of 9.2 percent (read from curve A on scale at left side of chart), or a standard error of 920,000 (9.2 percent of 10,000,000). An





























Figure Il. RELATIVE STANDARD ERRC)RS OF PERCENTAGESOF
POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS’
(Base of percentage shown on curves in millions)
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A 2 3 4 56789A 2 3 456789A 2 3 456789
1 10 700
ESTIMATED PERCENTAGE
‘These curves represent estimates of relative standard errors of percentages of population
characteristics based on 4 quarters Qf data collection for narrow-range estimates.
.,
Example of use of chart: An estimate of 20 percent. (on scale at bottom of chart) based on an
estimate of 10,000,000 has a relative standard error of 3.6 percent (read from the scale at the left side
of chart), the point at which the curve for a base of 10,000,000 intersects the vertical line for 20




DEFINITIONS OF CERTAIN TERMS USED IN THIS REPORT
Terms Relating to Physician Visits
Physician visit.–A physician visit is defined
as consultation with a physician, in person or by
telephone, for examination, diagnosis, treat-
ment, or advice; The visit is considered to be a
physician visit if the service is provided directly
by the physician or by a nurse or other person
acting under a physician’s supervision, For the
purpose of this definition “physician” includes
doctors of medicine and osteopathic physicians.
The term “doctor” is used in the interview
rather than “physician” because of. popular
usage. However, the concept toward which all
ins tructions are directed is that which is
described here.
Physician visits for services provided on a
mass basis are not included in the tabulations. A
service received on a mass basis is defined as any
service inVolving only a single test (e.g., test for
diabetes) or a single procedure (e.g., smallpox
vaccination) when this single service was admin-
istered identically to all persons who were at the
place for this purpose. Hence obtaining a chest
X-ray in a tuberculosis chest X-ray trailer is not
included as a physician visit. However, a special
chest X-ray given in a physician’s office or in an
outpatient clinic is considered a physician visit.
Physician visits to hospital inpatients are
not included.
If a physician is called to a house to see
more than one person, the call is considered a
separate physician visit for each person about
wh(]~n the physician was consulted.
A physician visit is associated with the per-
son about whom the advice was sought, even i-f
that person did not actually see or consult the
Physician. For example, if a mother consults a
~hysician about one-of her children, the physi-
cian visit is ascribed to the child.
Interual since last physician visit, –The in-
terval since the last physician visit is the length
of time prior to the week of interview since a
physician was last consulted in person or by tele-
phone for treatment or advice of any type what-
ever. A physician visit to a hospital inpatient
may be counted as the last time a physician was
seen.
Place of zM.-The place of visit is a clas-
sification of the types of places at which a
physician visit occurs. Definitions of the various
categories are as follows:
Home is defined as any place in which the per-
son was staying at the time of the physician’s
visit. It may be his own home, the home of a
friend, a hotel, or any other place the person
may have been staying (except as an overnight
patient in a hospital).
Office is defined as the office of a physician in
private practice only. This may be an office in
the physician’s home, an individual office in an
office building, or a suite of offices occupied by
several physicians. For purposes of this survev,
bphysicians connected with prepay ment-grou -
practice plans are considered to be in private
practice.
Hospital clinic is defined as an outpatient clinic
or emergency room in any hospital.-
Hospital ou tpdicn t clinic. –A
hospital where a person may go






IIospl’lul [’)11Cr,qwcy romn. -A unit of a
h(~spital \vllcrc a pawn may rcccivc medi-
cd care, usually ()1’ an urgent nature, with-
(Iut or b e fore being achnittul as an
inp;lticnt.
CrImpli)Iy or inciust ry health unit refers to treat-
ment received from ti physician or under a physi-
ci;m’s supervision at a place of business (e.g.,
Lw[twy, store, office building). This includes
cmcrgcncy or first-aid rooms located in such
plitI.”cs if treatment was received there from a
physician or trained nurse.
‘Tt’[(’phone contact refers to advice given in a
tclvphone call by the physician directly or
thruugh a nurse. (Calls for appointments are ex-
cluded.)
Oth{’r refers to advice or treatment received
from a physicitin or under a physician’s general
supervision at a school, at an insurance office, at
it hculth department clinic, or any other place at
which a physician consultation might take place.
The place of visit was assi~med on the basis
of the response to the question “\Vhere did he
sw the doctor on the (date), at a clinic, hospital,
doctor’s office, or some other place?” If the
response was, for example, doctor’s office, the
visit was so classified. If the reply included the
volunteered comment that the doctor’s office
was located in a prepaid insurance group clinic,
prepuid insurance group ~a subclass of doctor’s
ol’fice) \vas the assigned place of visit.
Tvpc oj” medical swvice.--A medicid service
is a service received when a physician is con-
sulted. For the purposes of this survey, medical
services have been categorized into several broad
types. A single physician visit may result in the
recurding of more than one type of medical ser-
vice (though a particular type is not recorded
more than once for any one physician visit).
Tables showing physician visits classified by type
[)F*medictil service therefore add to more than
the tc~tal number of visits. Definitions of the
types of medical service are as follows:
Dw,+wusis and treatment include (a) exami-
n~ti[ms and tests in order to diagnose an illness
regardless of whether the examinations and tests
resulted in a diagnosis and (b) treatment or ad-
vice given by the physician or under the physi-
cian’s supervision. The category includes diag-
nosis alone, treatment alone, and both
combined. X-rays either for diagnostic purposes
or for treatment are included in this class.
Prenatal and postnatal care include consultations
concerning the care of the mother during preg-
nancy and in the postpartum period. It excludes
consultations for illnesses not related to preg-
nancy or delivery.
General checkup includes checkups for general
purposes and also those for a specific purpose
such as employment or insurance. If a diagnosis
m- diagnoses are made in the course of a general
checkup, the physician visit is classified unde~
“diagnosis and treatment” as well as under “gen-
eral checkup .“ If the consultation is for check-
ing up on a specific condition, as, for example,
when a person goes at regular intervals for a
check on a tuberculous or heart condition, this
is classified under “diagnosis and treatment”
and not under “generaI checkup.”
Immunization includes this preventive service
when provided by a physician or under a physi-
cian’s supervision. A physician service that is
for the sole purpose of receiving immunization
against a particular disease given at the same
time and place that many other persons are re-
ceiving the ‘identical immunization is excluded
because of the rule for exclusion of such services
in the definition of a physician visit.
Eye examination refers only to the examination
of the eye by a doctor of medicine or an osteo-
pathic physician for the purpose of establishing
a need for glasses or a change in the type of
glasses. Other diagnosis or treatment’of eye con-
ditions is classified under “diagnosis and treat-
ment.”
Other includes eye refractions and specific pre-
ventive-care services (such as vitamin injections)
not embraced by the above type of sen’ice cate-
gories. Also included are all visits where an un-
known type of service was reported.
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Terms Relating to Conditions
Con ditimz--A morbidity condition, or
simply a condition, is any entry on the question-
naire that describes a departure from a state of
physical or mental well-being. It results from a
positive response to one of a series of “medical-
disability impact” or “illness-recall” questions.
In the coding and tabulating process conditions
are selected or classified according to a number
of different criteria such as whether they were
medically attended, whether they resulted in dis-
ability, or whether they were acute or chronic;
or according to the type of disease, injury, im-
pairment, or symptom reported. For the pur-
poses of each published report or set of tables,
only those conditions recorded on the question-
naire that satisfy certain stated criteria are
included.
Conditions except impairments are clas-
sified by type according to the Eighth Revision
International Classification of Diseases, Adapted
fb- Use in the United States; 13 with certain
modifications adopted to make the code more
suitable for a household interview survey.
Acute condition.–An acute condition is de-
fined as a condition that has lasted less than 3
months and that has involved either medical
attention or restricted activity. Because of the
procedures used to estimate incidence, the acute
conditions included in this report are the condi-
tions that had their onset during the 2 weeks
prior to the interview week and that involved
either medical” attention or restricted activity
during the 2-week period. However, excluded
are the following conditions which are always
classified as chronic even though the onset oc-








Condition present, since birth
Deafness or serious trouble with hearing
Diabetes
NOTE: A list of references follows the text.
Epilepsy





High blood pressure ,--’
Kidney stones
Mental illness
Missing fingers, hand, or arm-toes, foot, or leg
Palsy
Paralysis of any kind
Perman&t stiffness or deformity of the foot, leg,
fingers, arm, or back
Prostate trouble
Repeated trouble with back or spine
Rheumatic fever
Scriou_s trouble with seeing, even when wearing
glasses




Thyroid trouble or goiter
Tuberculosis
Tumor, cyst, or growth
Varicose veins, trouble with
Chronic condition.–A condition is consid-
ered chronic if (1) the condition is described by
the respondent as having been first noticed more
than 3 months before the week of the interview
or (2) it is one of the conditions always clas-
sified as chronic regardless of the onset (see list
under the definition of acute condition).
lrnpainncnt.-Impairments are chronic or
permanent defects, usually static in nature, re-
sulting from disease, injury, or congenital mal-
formation. They represent decrease or loss of
ability to perform various functions, particularly
those of the musculoskeletal system and the
sense orgms. All impairments are classified by
means of a special supplementary code for im-
pairments. Hence code numbers for impairments
in the International Classification of Diseases are
not used. In the Supplementary Code, impair-
ments are grouped according to type of func-
tion.-d impairment and etiology. The impairment
classification is shown in Vital and Health Statis-
tics, Series 10, No. 48.
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Terms Relating to Disability
Chronic actiuit y limitation. –Persons are
classified into four categories according to the
~~tt!nL to which their activities are limited at
prcwnt as a result of chronic conditions. Since
t h c usual activities of preschool children,
school-age ch,ildren, housewives, and workers
and other persons differ, a different set of cri-
teria is used for each group. There is a general
similarity between them, however, as will be
seen in the following descriptions of the four
cat egories:
1. Pc*rsons unable to carry on major activity for
their group (major activity refers to ability to
work, keep house, or engage in school or pre-
school activities)
Preschool children:
Inability to take part in ordinary play
~,ith other children.
School-age children:
InabiIity to go to school.
Housewives:
Inability to do any housework.
Workers and all other persons:
Inability to work at a job or business.
2. Pt’rsons limited in amount or kind of major
activity performed (major activity refers to
ability to work, keep house, or engage in
school or preschool activities)
Preschool chiIdren:
Limited in amount or kind of play with
other children, e.g., need special rest
periods, cannot play strenuous games, or
cannot play for long periods at a time.
School-age children:
Limit~d to certain types of schools or in
sch o o~ attendance, e.g., need special
schools or special teaching or cannot go to
school full time or for long periods at a
time.
Housewives:
Limited in amount or kind of housework,
3.
4.
e.g., cannot lift children, wash or iron, or
do housework for long periods at a time:
Workers and all other persons:
Limited in amount or kind of work, e.g.,
need special working aids or special rest
periods at work, cannot work fuIl time or
for long periods at a time, or cannot do
strenuous work.
Persons not limited in major activity but
otherwise limited (major activity refers to
ability to work, keep house, or engage in
school or preschool activities)
Preschool children:
Not classified in this category.
School-age children:
Not limited in going to school but limited
in participation in athletics or other extra-
curricular activities.
Housewives:
Not limited in housework but limited in
other activities such as church, clubs,
hobbies, civic projects, or shopping.
Workers and all other persons:
Not limited in regular work activities but
limited in other activities such as church,
clubs, hobbies, civic projects, sports, or
games.
Persons not limited in activities (includes
persons whose activities are not limited in
any of the ways described above)
Demographic Terms
Age. --The age recorded for each person is
the age at last birthday. Age is recorded in single
years and grouped in a variety of distributions
depending on the purpose of the table.
Co/or. ---The population is divided i~lto t~vo
color groups, “white” and “all other. ” “All
other” includes ;Negro, .hn,erican Indian, Chi-
nese, Japanese, and any other race. -Mexican per-
s’ons are included with “white” unless definitely
known to be Indian or of another race.
Income of family or of unrelated. .
individuals. —Each member of a family is classi-
fied according to the total income of the family
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of which he is a member. Within the household
all persons related to each other by blood, mar-
riage, or adoption constitute a family. LTnrelated
individuals are classified according to their own
income.
The income recorded is the total of all in-
come received by members of the family (ok by
an unrelated individual) in the 12-month period
preceding the week of interview. Income from
all sources is included, e.g., wages, salaries, rents
from property, pensions, and help from rela-
tives.
Education of head of family or of un-
related individuals. —Each member of a family is
classified according to the education of the head
of the family of which he is a member. Within
the household all persons related to each other
by blood, marriage, or adoption constitute a
family. Unrelated individuals are classified
according to their own education.
The categories of education status show the
years of school completed. Only years com-
pleted in regular schools, where persons are
given a formal education, are included. A
“regular” school is one which advances a person
toward an elementary or high school diploma or
a college, university, or professional school
degree. Thus education in vocational, trade, or
business schools outside the regular schooI
system is not counted in determining the highest
grade of school completed.
Geographic region.– For the purpose of
clmsifying the population by geographic area,
the States are grouped into four regions. These
regions, which correspond to those used by the
LI.S. BureaL1 of the Census, are shown in
figure III.
Place of residence.–The place of residence
of a member of the civilian noninstitutionalized
population is classified as inside a standard met-
ropolitan statistical area (SMSA) or outside an
SMSA and either Farm {~rnonfarm.
Standard metropolitan statistical areas. –The def-
initions and titles of ShlSA’s are established by
the U.S. Office of Management and Budget with
the advice of the Fedeml Committee on Stand-
ard Metropolitan Statistical Areas. There were
212 SMSA’S defined for the 1960 Decermial
Census.
Region
Northeast. . . .
North Ccntrd . .
South . . . . .


























Figure II 1. Four geographic”regions of the United States
The definition of an individual SMSA involves
two considerations: first, a city or cities of speci-
fied population that constitute the central city
and identify the county in which it is located as
the central county; second, economic and social
relationships with contiguous counties (except
in New England) that are metropolitan in char-
acter so that the periphery of the sDecif~c metro-
politan area may be determined. SMSA’S are not
limited by State boundaries. In New England,
SMSA’S consist of towns and cities, rather thar
counties. The metropolitan population in this re.
port is based on SMSA’S as defined in the 1960
census and does not include any subsequent ad-
ditions,or changes.
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Farm and nonfarm residence. –T’he population
residing outside SMSA’S is subdivided into the
farm population, which comprises all non-SMSA
residents living on farms, and the nonfarm popu-
lation, which comprises the remaining outside-
SMSA population. The farm population includes
persons living on places of 10 acres or more
frnm which sales of farm Products amounted to
$50 or more during the previous 12 months or
on places of less than 10 acres from which sales
of farm products amounted to $250 or more
during the preceding 12 months. Other persons
living outside an SMSA were classified as non-
farm if their household paid rent for the house
but their rent did not include any land used for
farming.
Sales o“f farm products refer to the gross receipts
from the sale of field crops, vegetables, fruits,
nuts, livestock and livestock products (milk,
wool, etc.), poultry and poultry products, and
nursery and forest products produced on the





DOCTOR VISIT QUESTIONS AND RECORDING FORM, 1975
.
2-WEEKS DOCTOR VISITS PAGE 1. Person number
Earlier, you told me that -- had seen or talked to a doctor during the past 2 weeks. 20.
{
7777 El Las! week
OR
!a. On whet (other) dates during that 2.week period did -- visit or talk to a doctor?
888s ~] Week before——
------------------------------------------- . -- —--------------------- .—. -— ---
Nonth Date
b. Were there mty other doctor vi sits for him during that pe,iod? b. Y (Reask 2a and b) N (Ask 3-5 fOr each Vkif)
1. Where did he see the doctor on the (date),, llto 3. 0 m Whtfe wac!en~ In hOspilal (New W
clinic, hospital, doctor’s office, or some ot ● r place? 1 n Do.mr-s .ff, ce (group pra.ttce m
docror, s Cl,”l.)
If Hospital: Was it the outpatient clinic
or the ●mergency room?
z 5 Te[ePhOne
3 D HospKal Oucpatlem Cl,nic
If Clinic Was it a hospital outpatient 4 ❑ Home
clinic, a company clinic, or some other s n Hospital Emergency Room
kind of clinic? 6 n company Or [nd.stry Clm,c
7 m Other (Specify) ~
L Is the doctor a general pmctitioner or a specialist? 4. 0! a Genera{ pracutlomr n SpeCtaIIst _
What kind of specialist is he?
-?
i. During this visit (coII) did -- octually see (talk to) the doctor? s. lY 2N
m. Why did he visit (call) the doctor on (date) ? 60.
Write in reason
Mark appropriate box(es)
I ❑ O,az. or treatment (*]
3 U General checkup (6b)
2 D Pre or Posm.tal care
}-------------------------------------------------------------------- --- -!-!?-:::!::: __---__:----:-:
6 ❑ Other
b. Was this for any specific condition? b. Y (Enter crmdttlon in 6a N (Pi)
and change 10 “plag.
or lraatnwnt”J
-------------------------------------------------------------------- --- --------------------------------
Mark box or ask: m Conditmn reported in 6.
~. For what condition did -- “isit (call) the doctor on (date) ? c.
PI If the condition in question 6 is first reported on the DV page, a Condition page is required. If there is no Condition page,enter condition in item C and fill a page for it after completing columns for all required doctor visits.
FOOTNOTES
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3. During the past 2 weeks (the 2 weeks outlined in red on that calendar) how many times did -- see o medico! doctor? !3. 00 ~ None
Du nor count doctors seen whi Ie a patient in a hospital. }
NP
_ Number of v,sits
(B*sid*s those visits)
40. During that 2.week period did anyone in the family go to a doctor’s office or Y
clinlc for shots, X-rays, tests, or ●xaminations? N (15)----------------------------------------------------------------------------- --- . —------------------
b, Who was this? - Mark “Doctor visit” box in person’s column. 14b. ❑ Doctor visit
------------------------------------------------------------------- --- ------- ------------
c. Anyone else? Y (Reask 14b and cl
N ,,2. .,, “ ;.’~.
If ‘Tfoctur visat, ” ask:
--- .-. -- A---- .A&-----
d. HOW ~.any times did -- visit the doctor during that period? d. — Number of visits (NP)
5a. During that period, did anyon. in the family get any medical advice from Y
a doctor oV*r the tcl.phc.ne? N (16)
... ,
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ‘.:
b. Who was the phone call about? - Mark “Phone call” box in person’s column. 15b.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ___
r. Any calls about anyone ●lse? Y (Remk 15b and c)
— -, —-.??.- r - -.-%- -- - - --
N
——--------- -------------------------------------------------------------------- ---
If “Phone call, ” ask:
,... ” .
- ‘-—.. —_ —.-.
d. How many telephone calls were mad* to get medical advice about -- ? d. —Number of cA!. (NP)
p FIII item C, (DOCTOR), from 13-15 for all persons, n Condition (Item C
Ask 16a for each person with visits in 00CTOR box.
THEN 18d)
❑ Prez.a”cy (16e)
$0.For what condition did -- s*e or talk to a doctor during the past 2 weeks? 160. ❑ No cond,tio.
—---- --------------------------------------------------------------------------- --- ____________________
b. Did -- sea or talk te a doctor about any specific condition? b. Y N (NPJ
________________________________________________________________________________ __ -
c. Whaf condition?
Enter condition in Item C
c. Ask 16d
------------------------------------------------------------------------------ --- --------------------
d. During that period, did -- s.- or tolk to a do. for about my other condition? d. Y (16c) N (NP)
e. During ths past 2 weeks was -- sick because of hcr pregnancy? e. Y N (ltidj
f. Whet was the matter? L Enter condition In item C (16d)
fa, During the past 12 months, (fhat is since (date) a year ago), about how many times did -- see or 17.. 000 ❑ Only when m hospital
talk te a medic.af doctor? (Do not count doctors seen while a patient in a hospital.) 000 ❑ None
(Include the -- visifs you already told me about. ) _ N“mb,r of v,stcs
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -- ____________________
b. ABOUT how long has it been since -- LAST sow o, talked to o medical doctcw?
Include doctors seen while a patient in a hospital.
b. 1 ❑ 2-week DV
___________________
z U past 2 weeks
not reported
(13 and 16)
3 U 2 wks.-6 mo=
4 ❑ Over 6-12 mos.
s ❑ I year
6 n 24 years
7 ❑ 5+ years
e 0 Never
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VITAL AND HEALTH STATISTICS series
Smies 1. l%grams and Collection Procedures. -Reports which describe the general programs of the National
Center for Health Statistics and its offices and divisions and data collection methods used and include
definitions and other material necessary for understanding the data.
!!kries 2. Data Euakation and Methods Research. –Studies of ncw statistical methodology including experi-
mental tests of new survey methods, studies of vital statistics collection methods, new analytical
techniques, objcctivc evaluations of reliability of collected data, and contributions to statistical theory.
Series 3. Analytical Studies. –Reports presenting analytical or intcrprctivc studies based on vital and health
statistics, carrying the analysis further than the expository types of reports in the other series.
Scrt”es 4. Documents and Committee Reports. –Final reports of major committees concemcd with vital and
health statistics and documents such as recommended model vital registration laws and revised birth
and death certificates.
Series 10. Data From the Health Zntemie w Sumey. –Statistics on illness, accidentrd injuries, disability, use of
hospital, medical, dental, and other services, and other health-related topics, all based on data collected
in a continuing national household interview survey.
Serit$s 11. Data From the Health Examination Survey and the Health and Nutrt”tion Examination Survey. -Data
from direct examination, testing, and measurement of national sarnplcs of the civilian noninstitu-
tiomdized population provide the basis for two types of reports: (I) estimates of the medically defined
prcvalcncc of specific diseases in the United States and the distributions of the population with respect
to physical, physiological, and psychological characteristics and (2) ~alysis of relationships among the
various mcasurcmcnts without rcfcrcncc to an explicit finite universe of persons.
Swim 12. Data Fro m the Institutionalized Popu&tion Surveys. —Discontinued effective 1975. Future reports from
these surveys will bc in Scnes 13,
Series 13. Data on Health Resources Utilization. —Statistics on the utilization of health manpower and facilities
providing long-term care, ambulatory care, hospital care, and family planning services.
Smies 14. Data on Health Resources: Manpower and Facilities. –Statistics on the numbers, geographic distri-
bution, and characteristics of health resources including physicians, dentists, nurses, other health
occupations, hospitals, nursing homes, and outpatient facilities.
Series 20. Data on Mortality. –Various statistics on mortality other than as included in regular annual or monthly
reports. Special analyses by cause of death, age, and other demographic variables; geografihic and time
series analyses; and statistics on characteristics of deaths not available from the vital records based on
sample surveys of those records.
SerI”cs21. Data on Natality, Marrt”age, and Dinorce. –Various statistics on natality, marriage, and divorce other
than as included in regular annual or monthly reports. Special analyses by demographic variables;
gcog@tic and time series analyses; studies of fertility; and statistics on characteristics of birtks not
available from the vital records based on sample surveys of those records.
Sert”es22, Data From the National Mortality and Natality Surveys.-Discontinued effective 1975. Future reports
from these sample surveys based on vital records will bc included in Series 20 and 21, respectively.
Series 23. Data From the National Suroey of Family Growth. –Statistics on fertility, family formation and dis-
solution, family planning, and related maternal snd infant health topics derived from a biennial survey
of a nationwide probability satnplc of ever-married women 15-44 years of age.
For a list of titles of reports published in these series, write to: Scientific and Technical Information Branch
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